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Citywide Budget Overview 

City of Carson 

Carson was part of a Spanish Land Grant known as Rancho San Pedro deeded to Juan Jose 
Dominguez over 200 years ago. During the incorporation process, the community was named 
after George Henry Carson, a member of the Dominguez family. “Dominguez” finished a close 
second to “Carson” as the name for the newly incorporated city. The City adopted the motto of 
“Future Unlimited.” Part of the reason for that statement is the City’s unbridled optimism, its 
strategic location and abundant vacant land.  

Located in the South Bay section of Los Angeles County, Carson has grown from a population 
of approximately 61,000 in 1968 to 92,636 in 2014. Over the years, three annexations have 
increased the City’s size to 19.2 square miles. Steady and continued growth has enabled 
Carson to become a city of regional significance.  Carson has been included in the top 20 
highest valued cities in the county since 1998, according to the Annual Report of the Assessor’s 
Office of the County of Los Angeles.  For 2015, the City of Carson is ranked 12th highest in 
assessed value of all Los Angeles County cities, recording a total of $14 billion. While Carson is 
well known as an industrial center with unparalleled access to transportation and the Pacific 
Rim, it is also a culturally diverse community that is an attractive place to live, work and play. 

Budget Strategy 

The General Fund forecast essentially acts as a risk assessment tool that contemplates the 
impact of best case, probable, and worst case scenarios on the City’s budget; the budget is 
based on the probable case. The three scenarios show the effects of slightly higher revenues in 
the best case, to impacts of potential loss of revenue in the worst case. Included in all the 
scenarios are increases in healthcare, pension and workers’ compensation costs, and the need 
for the General Fund to assume costs previously funded by Redevelopment.  These scenarios 
were discussed by management and City Council and the most likely scenario was adopted. 

Economic Condition and Outlook 

The City’s primary sources of revenue are sales tax, property tax, franchise tax and utility user 
tax, as summarized below.  

FY 14-15
Actual 

(in millions) 
Percentage 

of Total 
Sales Tax $  21.8 30% 
Property Tax 14.3 20% 
Franchise Tax 8.3 11% 
Utility User Tax 8.1 11% 
Other Sources 20.7 28% 
Total General Fund Revenue $  73.2 100% 

Sales Tax - Sales tax revenue fluctuates with the economy, and over the last 8 years has varied 
between $15.1 million and $25.2 million.  
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Citywide Budget Overview 

The sales tax decline over the last 2 years is primarily due to falling gas prices, auto sales, and 
sales of consumer goods.  The City is expecting an increase in FY15-16 due to recent strong 
auto sales, the continued decline of unemployment, and the expected rebound of gasoline 
prices in the second half of FY15-16.  Auto sales are the largest contributor to the City’s sales 
tax. 

Property Tax - Property tax continues to be a stable revenue source for the City, as illustrated 
below.  Following the 2008 recession, property values increased an average of only about 0.5% 
annually over a period of 8 years.  As a comparison, Torrance property values grew by an 
annual average of 2.1% during that same period, and Long Beach property values grew by 
1.5%. The County Assessor’s office has reported an assessed valuation increase of 3.9% for 
FY15-16. 

Franchise Tax - The City enters into franchise agreements with private utility companies and 
pipelines that require work in the City’s right-of-way. Franchise tax for private utility companies 
serving the City’s residents is based on a percentage of service provider revenue, and will 
fluctuate with customer usage and rates. 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

Utility User Tax - A two percent (2%) utility tax on natural gas and electricity was approved by 
the City’s voters in 2009; and has become essential to providing City services including public 
safety, transportation, recreation and social services. The FY14-15 decline in utility user tax 
(UUT) revenue was due to decreased consumption of both natural gas and electricity.  The tax 
sunsets in 2016; and on June 7, 2016, voters will be asked to extend it for another 7 years.  
Loss of about $8 million of General Fund revenue would significantly impact City service levels. 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

Total FY 2015-16 Budgeted General Fund Revenues - $71,553,554 

Total projected City revenues for FY 2015-16 are $71.6 million, a 2.2% decrease from the FY 
2014-15 actual. The $1.6 million decrease is a result of one-time revenues received in the prior 
year. The following chart identifies the General Funds revenues by major revenue streams. 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

Total FY 2015-16 Budgeted General Fund Expenditures - $72,805,291 

The FY 2015-16 adopted General Fund budget includes $72.7 million in expenditures, net of 
$90,000 transfers to other funds. This represents a 7.9% decrease over the FY 2014-15 actual, 
primarily due to the reeducation of capital projects being funded by the General Fund and 
several cost cutting measures implemented by the City. The following chart identifies the 
General Funds expenditures by department. 

The following chart identifies 
the General Funds 
expenditures by type of cost. 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

The following chart summarizes the revenues & expenditures for all funds of the City. 
Est imated

Beginning Ending
Fund Fund

Balance Balance
7/1/2015 Revenues Expenditures 6/30/2016

03 Asset Forfeiture 76$     -$   -$ 76$    
04 Beverage Container Recycling 74,488   24,918 (99,340) 66   
08 DOJ OJP Grants - 33,606 (33,606) -  
09 State Cops Grants 82,708   150,579 (193,394)   39,893   
10 Family Support  Grant 20,088   77,260 (92,160) 5,188 
12 State Gas Tax 263,339   2,077,145  (1,838,516)   501,968    
14 Home - 632,723 (632,723)   -  
15 CDBG 463,484   1,383,923 (1,458,462)   388,945    
16 Park Development 1,254,162  182,099   (1,121,759)   314,502    
17 Bicycle Pathway TDA Art icle 3 6,900 84,100 (91,000) -  
18 Prop A 473,953   2,095,122  (2,410,820)   158,255    
19 Prop C 760,403   1,485,434  (1,682,054)   563,783    
20 Federal Highway Planning (70,543) 6,881,292  (6,881,292)   (70,543) 
22 LA County Park District (44,607) 866,874   (690,764)   131,503    
24 Oil Payment Program - 25,467 (25,414) 53   
25 Air Quality 263,847   117,300 (257,349)   123,798    
29 Self Support ing (89,494) 1,077,500  (978,010)   9,996 
38 Capital Asset Replacement 494,123   - (484,889) 9,234 
53 Federal Grant - MTA - 100,000 (100,000) -  
54 Measure R 252,777   1,048,247 (1,280,056)   20,968   
57 Neighborhood Stabilizat ion 292,360   2,400  (127,684)   167,076    
58 WIA 102   641,885   (641,886)   101   
62 Restricted Admin Tow Fee 67,293   57,372 (67,758) 56,907   
65 Youth Services 51,112   3,300  (24,150) 30,262   
66 Prop 1B SLR - 136,259 (136,256)   3   
86 CIP Grant Funds - State 27  950,000   (950,000)   27   
87 MTA Call for Projects 97,266   7,022,940  (7,022,940)  97,266   

TOTAL - Special Revenue Funds 4,713,864$ 27,157,745$ (29,322,282)$ 2,549,327$ 

Fund No. - Fund Name
Budgeted
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Citywide Budget Overview 

Other Funds of the City of Carson 

In addition to the General Fund, the City budget includes a number of funds that are either self-
sustaining or subsidized. In the FY 2015-16 Budget, the City’s special revenue funds have 
budgeted revenues of $27,057,745 with budgeted expenditures of $29,322,282. These special 
revenue funds facilitate significant activities and capital related projects critical to the City’s 
overall operations.   

The Asset Forfeiture Fund accounts for funds accumulated through seizure and forfeiture of 
properties, which are then used to supplement funds for public safety services.    

The State Gas Tax Fund accounts for revenues apportioned under the Streets and Highway 
Code of the State of California.  Due to falling gas prices, the FY15-16 apportionment decreased 
by about $622,000.  These funds can be expended for any street-related purpose.    

The TDA Article 3 Fund accounts for Transportation Development Act grant monies received 
for building or improving bicycle paths and handicapped accesses.    

The Proposition A Local Return Fund is used to account for the City's share of an additional 
one-half cent sales tax, which was approved by the electorate in November 1980. These funds 
must be used for local transportation programs.    

The Proposition C Local Return Fund is used to account for the City's share of an additional 
one-half cent sales tax, which was approved by the electorate in November 1990. These funds 
must be used to improve transportation on arterial streets.    

The Air Quality Improvement Fund accounts for revenues and expenditures for clean air 
measures authorized by AB2766, which increased motor vehicle registration fees. 

The Self-Supporting Fund accounts for the self-sustaining programs of the City.   

The Capital Asset Replacement Fund is used to finance and account for the on-going 
replacement of the City's stock of vehicles, heavy equipment, specialized equipment, office 
furniture, and other equipment. It is also used to renovate and construct City building and park 
facilities.   

The Measure R Fund is used to account for the City’s share of an additional half-cent sales tax 
that became effective on July 1, 2009. The fund is used for transportation and arterial street 
projects.   

The Restricted Administrative Tow Fee Fund represents the $56 out of the $175 collected for 
administering the City's towing program, which is being exclusively used to address the public 
safety and code enforcement issues in the City.    
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Citywide Budget Overview 

The Youth Services Program Fund accounts for funds related to the implementation of the 
following youth services program: (a) Parent Project (b) Positive Choices (c) Anger 
Management (d) Youth and the Law and (e) Community Services.  

The MTA Call for Projects Fund accounts for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA) Call-for-Project programs.  The fund is used to improve all 
modes of surface transportation.     

The Parks and Recreation Funds are used to account for capital improvements at City parks 
and recreation facilities. Included in this category is the Park Development Fund, which 
accounts for monies used to implement capital improvements to various parks and the Los 
Angeles County Park District Grant Fund.    

The State Grant Funds represent five funds used for specific community programs. The 
Beverage Container Recycling Fund is used for the effective disposal of recyclable containers 
while preserving the environment. The State COPS Grant Fund is used to provide a Community 
Oriented Policing program. The Used Oil State Grant Fund is used to increase public awareness 
of the benefits of recycling oil. The Proposition 1B passed in 2006, is also dedicated to the 
reduction of traffic congestion and increase in traffic safety. The State CIP Grants Fund 
accounts for all grants received from the State to fund the non-recurring CIP projects of the city.   

The Federal Grant Funds account for six types of federal grant monies. The OJP/JAG 
Assistance Grant Fund accounts for monies required to be expended for public safety services 
that include antigang and community crime prevention activities. The Family Support Grant 
Fund provides funds for a Youth Enrichment Scholarship Program available to children ages 17 
and under, who are local area residents and are in financial need. The Home and CDBG funds 
are used for a variety of projects and programs primarily benefiting low-income residents. These 
funds were originally authorized under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 
and their expenditure is approved by the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). The Federal Highway Planning Grant Fund accounts for federal monies passed through 
the State of California Department of Transportation to local cities for the construction and repair 
of inter-connected Interstate highways and other public roads important to interstate commerce 
and travel. The Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Grant Fund provides assistance for youth 
employment, training efforts, and dislocated worker support services. The Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program Grant Fund accounts for monies received for the purpose of stabilizing 
communities that have suffered from foreclosures and abandonment. This grant was authorized 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

Citywide Capital Projects 

The following is a schedule of budgeted capital projects to be completed during the 2015-16 
fiscal year, by project: 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

The following is a schedule of budgeted capital projects to be completed during the 2015-16 
fiscal year, by fund: 

Citywide Total Employee Compensation 

Employee compensation includes employee salaries, pension contributions, health care, and 
workers’ compensation costs.  The Citywide expenditure of $41.2 million comprises about 40% 
of the City’s overall budget.  The General Fund portion of $37.7 million represents about 52% of 
total General Fund expenditures. The rising cost of healthcare, and the need to supplement 
CalPERS pension portfolios with higher contributions, has driven the total employee 
compensation cost growth rate to a level that is approximately double our revenue growth rate.  
The following is a schedule of authorized employees by department for the past five fiscal years 
(schedule represents only FTE’s of full-time staff): 
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Citywide Budget Overview 

Cultural Arts Sponsored by City of Carson 

The following is a schedule of Cultural Arts programs sponsored by the City of Carson for the 
2015-16 fiscal year. 

Citywide Events 

The following is a schedule of City sponsored events during the 2015-16 fiscal year. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15- 28 -CHA

A RESOLUTION OF THE CARSON HOUSING AUTHORITY

ADOPTING THE BUDGET AND APPROVING APPRORIATIONS
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015/ 16

WHEREAS, the Executive Director has prepared and submitted to the Carson Housing
Authority a proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2015/ 16; and

WHEREAS, the Carson Housing Authority has reviewed the proposed FY 2015/ 16 budget; 
and; 

WHEREAS, the Carson Housing Authority has determined that it is necessary to provide safe, 
sanitary, affordable and suitable housing units to the Carson community. 

WHEREAS, the Carson Housing Authority has determined that it is necessary for the efficient
management of the Housing Authority that certain sums be appropriated to the various activities of
the Housing Authority. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CARSON HOUSING AUTHORITY DOES HEREBY
RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The budget of the Carson Housing Authority for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 
2015 and ending June 30, 2016 is hereby adopted. Said budget being the proposed budget as
reviewed and amended at a budget workshop before the Carson Housing Authority, a copy of which
is on file in the Authority Secretary' s Office. 

Section 2. The sums of money therein set forth are hereby appropriated to the respective
accounts and funds for expenditure during Fiscal Year 2015/ 16 for each of the items set forth in the
proposed budget. 

Section 3. The sum of $ 7, 949,090.00 is hereby appropriated to the funds of the Carson
Housing Authority for expenditure during Fiscal Year 2015/ 16. 

Section 4. The Executive Director is hereby instructed to have copies hereof duplicated
and distributed to all departments, officials and interested parties as soon as convenient. 

Section 5. The Authority Secretary shall certify to the adoption of this resolution and
shall keep a copy of this resolution attached to the budget for Fiscal Year 2015/ 16 on file and
effective as of July 1, 2015, the same shall be in force and effect. 

MORE] 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss. 

CITY OF CARSON ) 

I, Jim Dear, Secretary of the Carson Housing Authority, of the City of Carson, California, hereby attest
to and certify that the foregoing resolution, Resolution No. 15- 28 -CHA adopted by said Authority at its
meeting held on the

17th

day of November, 2015, by the following vote: 

AYES: AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS

NOES: AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS: 
ABSTAIN: AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS: 
ABSENT: AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS: 

Chairman Robles, Davis - Holmes, Hilton and
Gause - Aldana

None

None

Santarina

Secretary Jim Dear
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RESOLUTION NO. 15 -30 - CSA

A RESOLUTION OF THE CARSON SUCCESSOR

AGENCY ADOPTING THE BUDGET AND APPROVING

THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015/ 16

WHEREAS, the Executive Director has prepared and submitted to the Carson Successor

Agency a proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2015/ 16; and

WHEREAS, The Carson Successor Agency has reviewed the proposed FY 2015/ 16
budget; and

WHEREAS, The Carson Successor Agency has determined that it is necessary to fulfill
enforceable obligations and complete any unfinished projects that were subject to legally
enforceable contractual commitments; and

WHEREAS, the Carson Successor Agency has determined that it is necessary for the
efficient management of the Successor Agency that certain sums be appropriated to the
various activities of the Successor Agency. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CARSON SUCCESSOR AGENCY DOES HEREBY

RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS; 

Section 1. The budget for the Carson Successor Agency for the Fiscal Year

beginning July 1 , 2015 and ending June 30, 2016, is hereby adopted. Said budget

being the proposed budget as reviewed and amended at a budget workshop before the
Carson Successor Agency, a copy of which is on file in the Agency Secretary' s Office. 

Section 2. The sums of money therein set forth are hereby appropriated to the
respective accounts and funds for expenditure during Fiscal Year 2015/ 16 for each of the
several items set forth in the proposed budget, as amended. 

Section 3. The sum of 550, 743, 873 is hereby appropriated to the funds of the Carson
Successor Agency for expenditure during Fiscal Year 2015/ 16: 

Carson Successor Agency Fund $ 24, 713, 336

Redevelopment Property Tax Fluid 26, 030, 537

Total S 50. 743. 873

Section 4. The Executive Director is hereby instructed to have copies hereof duplicated
and distributed to all departments, officials and interested parties as soon as convenient. 

Section 5. The Agency Secretary shall certify to the adoption of this resolution
and shall keep a copy of this resolution attached to the budget for Fiscal Year 2015/ 16 on
file and effective as of July 1 , 2015, the same shall be in force and effect. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 15 -30 -CSA
Page 2 of 2

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 17th day of November, 20

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK J! P67A 9

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss. 

CITY OF CARSON ) 

I, Jim Dear, Secretary of the Carson Successor Agency, of the City of Carson, California, hereby
attest to and certify that the foregoing resolution, Resolution No. 15 -30 -CSA, adopted by saidAgency at its meeting held on the 17th

day of November, 2015, by the following vote: 
AYES: AGENCY MEMBERS: Chairman Robles, Davis - Holmes, Hilton and

Gause - Aldana
NOES: AGENCY MEMBERS: None
ABSTAIN: AGENCY MEMBERS: None
ABSENT: AGENCY MEMBERS: Santarina / 7

e- 

Secretary Jim Dear
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TAXES 

No/low property tax: Carson was incorporated as a no property tax city, but it does now 
receive some property tax revenue due to the passage of AB 1197 in March 1987. This bill 
provided for a seven-year phase in of property tax revenue. The basis for property taxes 
is the assessment of property value as determined by the Los Angeles County Assessor’s 
Office and the assessment of public utility property as determined by the State Board of 
Equalization. The property tax rate assessed by the County is 1% of the taxable assessed 
value. The city of Carson receives 6.74% of the 1% tax rate assessed on taxable assessed 
value (which equates to 7¢ for each $1 received by the County). 

Sales & use tax: In accordance with the California Revenue and Taxation Code, all taxable 
sales occurring in the County of Los Angeles are assessed a sales and use tax. The sales 
and use tax rate for the County of Los Angeles increased by 1%, from 8.25% to 9.25% on 
April 1, 2009 as part of the State budget measure and then increased by another .50% from 
9.25% to 9.75% effective July 1, 2009 due to the passage of Measure R. Measure R is a 
half-cent sales tax for Los Angeles County that would finance new transportation projects 
and programs, and accelerate many of those already in the pipeline – everything from new 
rail and/or bus rapid transit projects, commuter rail improvements, Metro Rail system 
improvements, highway projects, improved countywide and local bus operations and local 
city sponsored transportation improvements. Effective July 1, 2013 the sales and use tax 
for the City of Carson is 9%. The City receives 1% of the 9% for all taxable sales 
generated within the city.   

Franchise tax: The city imposes a tax for granting an entity the right to use city 
property for pipeline construction or operation, or to operate a franchise within the 
city. Types of franchise taxes currently generating revenue for the city include: gas, 
electric, water, cable TV, taxi, pipelines, solid waste and spur track (the right to 
construct a railroad track that branches off a lead track to service a particular industry 
or business). 

Transient occupancy tax: The Carson Municipal Code authorizes the city to levy a tax for 
the privilege of occupying hotels or motels for stays of less than 31 days. This tax is 
charged to the lodger but is collected by the lodging operator and remitted to the city on 
a monthly basis. Currently, the transient occupancy tax rate is 9%. 

Real property transfer tax: The Carson Municipal Code authorizes a transfer tax of 27.5¢ 
for every $500 of purchase value for all sales of land, tenements, or other realty within 
the city. 

Utility Users Tax: In a Special Election on March 3, 2009, the voters of the city of 
Carson approved Measure C, a ballot measure which imposed a 2% Utility Users Tax (UUT) on 
gas and electric usage for a 7-year period beginning July 1, 2009 and ending June 30, 
2016. On June 7, 2016, Carson residents will decide whether to renew the UUT, the ballot 
measure which, if passed, would renew the 2% tax on gas and electricity bills in Carson. 

The UUT is paid by Carson residents and businesses and is collected and remitted by the 
utility service providers who serve them. The utility service providers will then remit 
the UUT payment on a monthly basis to the City’s Finance department. 

Admissions fee: For a period of seven (7) years commencing on March 21, 2009 and expiring 
on March 20, 2016, a 2% fee is assessed by the “Anschutz Southern California Sports 
Complex, LLC” (Developer) on tickets sold for all publicly-ticketed events, other than 
events where the Developer receives no compensation (except for direct costs) or events 
that are otherwise hosted, promoted or for the express sole benefit of a charitable entity 
held at the former Home Depot Center now the StubHub Center. All admission fees collected 
shall be remitted by the Developer to the City on a quarterly basis by the last business 
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day of each month following the end of each calendar quarter for the events held during 
the immediate preceding calendar quarter.  

LICENSES & PERMITS 

Business license: To ensure that each business is conducted in a safe, legal manner, and 
to ensure that the business will share the burden of payment for city services used by the 
business and/or their employees, the city of Carson requires the payment of an annual 
business license fee. The fee includes a base rate, which covers the first five employees 
and it is indexed for inflation every calendar year. For calendar year 2015, this rate is 
$160.00 and for the year 2016 the rate is $161.00.  For a company with more than five 
employees, the base rate will apply plus a fee for each employee over five. Like the base 
rate, this fee is indexed every calendar year and for 2015, this fee is $32.00 per 
employee while for calendar year 2016 the fee is $32.20 per employee. 

Building Construction permits: To ensure compliance with the city’s building code, the 
city imposes fees for the following types of construction permits: building permits, 
electrical permits, mechanical permits, plumbing permits, and grading permits. The fees 
for the building permits are based on the valuation of the job (the Marshall and Swift 
Valuation Service is the valuation source used by the Building & Safety Division.) Fees 
for electrical permits, plumbing permits, and mechanical permits are based on actual 
number of items to be inspected. Fees for grading permits are based on the number of cubic 
yards to be moved. Additionally, all of the above permits are assessed a $42.50 issuance 
fee.  

Street construction/excavation and encroachment permits: To ensure the safe construction 
in public right-of-ways and excavation on public property, the city of Carson imposes a 
permit issuance fee of $100.00 and inspections are performed at an hourly rate of $75.00. 

Burglar alarm permits: To ensure that all burglar alarms are in compliance with the 
standards set forth in the Carson Municipal Code, the city requires all residents and 
businesses to first obtain a burglar alarm permit for an initial fee of $35.00 and an 
annual renewal fee of $20.00. In addition, in order to minimize the significant waste of 
law enforcement resources caused by the excessive number of false alarms, a $100.00 
service charge for more than three false alarms in any twelve month period shall be 
assessed per occurrence. 

FINES & FORFEITURES 

Traffic fines: The California Vehicle Code imposes penalties for traffic violations. The 
County of Los Angeles collects these revenues and a portion is distributed to the city, 
less an amount for their cost of administration. 

Parking fines: The Carson Municipal Code imposes penalties for parking violations. These 
parking penalties are enforced and collected by a third party agency. The majority of this 
revenue, less any fees, is remitted to the city; however, the County also receives a 
$12.50 surcharge from each citation. 

Administrative fees - abandoned vehicles: The City Manager has the authority, when acting 
in accordance with the Carson Municipal Code Section 4500, to abate and remove abandoned 
vehicles that are deemed to be a nuisance. During this process, administrative fees are 
assessed to cover the costs of impound and storage.  

Public disturbance fees: Individuals or groups that disturb the public peace as defined in 
Carson Municipal Code Section 4101, are liable for the following costs: the actual costs 
to the city for law enforcement and emergency services, excluding initial response, needed 
to abate the public disturbance; the cost to repair public property resulting during such 
law enforcement (e.g. damage to police vehicles, or to public right of way during arrest, 
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etc.) and the cost of medical treatment for any injury to law enforcement or emergency 
service personnel incurred during abatement of the disturbance. 

Forfeitures and penalties: To ensure the timely payment of various licenses and fees, the 
Carson Municipal Code empowers the city to impose penalties and to collect fines for the 
following types of delinquencies: business licenses, business permits, franchise taxes, 
transient occupancy taxes and bingo fees. 

Administrative Citation: An alternative method of enforcement for various violations of 
the Carson Municipal Code (CMC). This method for enforcement of various violations will 
reduce the burden on the judicial system while providing full due process for those cited. 

Lien Payment- Property Abatement: All property maintained in violation of CMC 5702 is 
deemed to be a public nuisance and shall be abated by rehabilitation, demolition, removal 
or repair pursuant to the procedures set forth in the CMC. If abatement of the nuisance is 
not completed prior to the expiration of the period of time set forth in the notice and 
order to abate as given, the Director of Public Safety may cause the nuisance to be abated 
by city forces or by private contractor. The confirmed cost of abatement of a nuisance 
upon any lot or parcel of land shall constitute a special assessment against the 
respective lot or parcel of land to which it relates, and a nuisance abatement lien may be 
recorded with the County Recorder. 

USE OF MONEY AND PROPERTY 

Interest on investments: The city follows the practice of pooling cash and investments of 
most funds, except for moneys held by outside fiscal agents. Income earned on pooled cash 
and investments is allocated to the various funds based on each fund’s respective month-
end cash balance. 

Rents and commissions: The city receives commission and/or rent for the use of city 
property by outside agencies for profit earning activities. Rents received by the city 
include the rental of property at the community center (see below), and park facilities.  
Commissions paid to the city include payments from pay phone providers such as AT&T and 
vending machine operations. 

Community Center: The construction and operation of the Congresswoman Juanita Millender 
McDonald Community Center sets Carson apart from other municipalities in the South Bay. It 
not only provides a site where a variety of cultural and entertainment activities are 
held, it also generates revenue from room rentals, transient occupancy tax, gasoline tax, 
and sales tax and the catering of special events. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

The major revenue source in this category is the state allocated motor vehicle license 
fees (VLF). Section 11005 of the State Revenue and Taxation Code imposes an annual license 
fee which is currently 0.65 percent of a vehicle’s value.  

This category also includes small grants from federal, state and local agencies, as well 
payments due from other governmental agencies for city services rendered. 

CHARGES FOR SERVICES 

Service charges or fees are imposed on the user for a specialized service provided by the 
city under the rationale that benefiting parties rather than the general public should pay 
for the cost of that service. Examples of such services include business license 
application, charges for planning and zoning checks, building code assessments, public 
works inspections, filing fees, fees for false alarm responses, parks & recreation program 
fees, early childhood education program fees and other miscellaneous services.  

REVENUE DEFINITIONS

28



 
 
OTHER REVENUES AND INTERFUND TRANSFERS  
 
These smaller revenue sources include insurance recovery, litigation costs recovered, 
litigation settlements, recycling revenue, transit shelter agreement, administrative 
reimbursements, Pass-through, solid waste transfer station fee, court ordered restitution, 
miscellaneous donations and other minor miscellaneous revenues. 
 
Revenue is also transferred into the General Fund from other city funds under the 
rationale that the General Fund is absorbing certain administrative costs (e.g. utilities, 
building maintenance, salaries and benefits) on behalf of the special revenue fund. The 
General Fund receives such transfers from the following funds: The Beverage Container 
Recycling Grant and the Oil Payment Program Grant fund, and the Reclamation Authority 
Fund. The General Fund also transferred to the Capital Improvement State Grant Fund. 
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