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1 Introduction 

An Initial Study (IS)/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was prepared for the proposed Cambria Court Residential 

Project (project) and made available for public comment for a 20-day public review period from September 25, 

2019, through October 14, 2019. In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, 

Section 15074(b) (14 CCR 15074(b)), before approving the project, the City of Carson (City), as the lead agency 

under CEQA, will consider the MND with any comments received during this public review period. Specifically, 

Section 15074(b) of the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15074(b)) states the following: 

Prior to approving a project, the decision-making body of the lead agency shall consider the 

proposed negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration together with any comments 

received during the public review process. The decision-making body shall adopt the proposed 

negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration only if it finds on the basis of the whole 

record before it (including the initial study and any comments received), that there is no 

substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment and that 

the negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration reflects the lead agency’s 

independent judgment and analysis. 

The agencies and individuals that provided substantive written comments on the environmental issues addressed 

within the IS/MND during the public review period are listed in Table 1. Although CEQA (California Public Resources 

Code, Section 21000 et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15000 et seq.) do not explicitly require a lead 

agency to provide written responses to comments received on a proposed IS/MND, the lead agency may do so 

voluntarily. Individual comments within each communication are numbered so comments can be cross-referenced 

with responses. 

Table 1. Comment Letter Summary 

Letter Number Commenter Date 

1 Sieni M. Maefu, Resident, City of Carson October 1, 2019 

2 Adriana Raza, Customer Service Specialist, Facilities Planning 

Department, Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 

October 10, 2019 

3 Michael Y. Takeshita, Acting Chief, Forestry Division, Prevention 

Services Bureau, County of Los Angeles Fire Department 

October 17, 2019 

 

Responses to comments are made in the following text to further supplement, clarify, or expand upon information 

already presented in the IS/MND. These responses do not change the significance determinations made or the 

severity of potential environmental impacts evaluated in the IS/MND. Section 15073.5(c)(4) of the CEQA Guidelines 

(14 CCR 15073.5(c)(4)) permits the inclusion of new information within an MND if the additional information 

“merely clarifies, amplifies, or makes insignificant modifications to the negative declaration.” 
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Response to Comment Letter 1 

City of Carson Resident 

Sieni M. Maefau 

October 1, 2019 

1-1 The commenter questions whether they have received the notice of intent because (1) their current 

place of residence (427 East 22th Street) is within the project boundary, and thus slated for demolition, 

or (2) they are simply located adjacent to the project site and are being noticed in order to make them 

aware of impending construction activity.  

 The commenter’s residence is not located within the project boundary; however, it does abut the project 

site. As described in the Mitigation Negative Declaration, temporary, short-term increase in noise would 

result from project construction. As such, mitigation measures, including installation of a sound barrier 

and construction notification, are required to be implemented by the project applicant in order to 

reduce construction noise impacts to less than significant.  

 In addition, during demolition of the existing 16,750 square feet of residential buildings, the project 

would be required to comply with South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) Rule 1403 

to limit potential emissions of asbestos. The project would also be required to comply with SCAQMD 

Rule 403 to control dust emissions during any dust-generating activities. Standard construction 

practices that would be employed to reduce fugitive dust emissions include watering of the active 

grading areas two times per day, with additional watering depending on weather conditions.  
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Response to Comment Letter 2 

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, Facilities Planning Department 

Adriana Raza, Customer Service Specialist 

October 10, 2019 

2-1 Thank you for your comment pursuant to the proposed project. A Sewer Area Study Report was 

completed for the proposed project to determine sewage flow rates and to verify the capacity of the 

existing sewer system. According to the Sewer Area Study Report, the site currently has sanitary sewer 

connections, and the 8-inch sewer mainline would have adequate capacity to include additional flow 

from the project site. 

2-2 The City acknowledges that the wastewater generated by the project will be treated at the Joint 

Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP). According to the Sewer Area Study Report prepared for the 

project, wastewater generated by the project could flow to JWPCP via this existing sewer mainline 

without resulting in the relocation or expansion of existing, or construction of new, wastewater 

treatment facilities. 

2-3 The commenter states the average wastewater flow for the proposed project is 8,840 gallons per day. 

The Sewer Area Study Report conservatively determined the project would increase flow to the sewer 

system by 0.020 cubic feet per second, or 12,926 gallons per day, an assumption that exceeds the 

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County’s assumption. Thus, given that the Sewer Area Study Report 

assumed a greater daily flow rate yet still found that the existing 8-inch sewer mainline would have 

adequate capacity to include additional flow from the project site, it stands to reason that the existing 

conveyance infrastructure could handle wastewater flows in the event the daily flow rates are more in-

line with the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County’s estimate. 

2-4 The City acknowledges that any new or modified connection to Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 

County facilities will require a connection fee and will forward this information to the project applicant.  

2-5 This comment is acknowledged and the City will forward this information to the project applicant. 

Should the City have any questions regarding this information, the City will contact the Sanitation 

Districts of Los Angeles County staff referenced in this letter.  
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Response to Comment Letter 3 

County of Los Angeles Fire Department, Forestry Division, Prevention Services Bureau 

Michael Y. Takeshita, Acting Chief 

October 17, 2019 

3-1 The City appreciates the Planning Division’s review of the Draft IS/MND. 

3-2 The City appreciates the Land Development Unit’s review of the Draft IS/MND. The City acknowledges 

the provisions and requirements set forth by the Land Development Unit of the County of Los Angeles 

Fire Department and will submit the final map to the Los Angeles Fire Department Prevention Land 

Development Unit prior to recordation. Should the City have any questions regarding this information, 

the City will contact the County of Los Angeles Fire Department staff referenced in this comment.  

3-3 The City appreciates the Forestry Division’s review of the Draft IS/MND. The Draft IS/MND evaluates 

impacts regarding erosion control in Section 3.7, Geology and Soils; rare and endangered species, 

vegetation, and the County’s Tree Ordinance in Section 3.4, Biological Resources; Very High Fire Hazard 

Severity Zones in Section 3.20, Wildfire; and archaeological and cultural resources in Section 3.5, 

Cultural Resources. In regard to the Los Angeles County Oak Tree Ordinance, no known oak trees exist 

in the project area. As further discussed in Section 3.4, Biological Resources, of the Draft IS/MND, no 

native habitat is located on the project site or in the immediately surrounding area. Should the City 

have any questions regarding this information, the City will contact the County of Los Angeles Fire 

Department staff referenced in this comment.  

3-4 The City appreciates the Health Hazardous Materials Division’s review of the Draft IS/MND.  
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3 Mitigation Monitoring and  

Reporting Program  

CEQA requires that a public agency adopting an IS/MND take affirmative steps to determine that approved 

mitigation measures are implemented after project approval. The lead or responsible agency must adopt a reporting 

and monitoring program for the mitigation measures incorporated into a project or included as conditions of 

approval. The program must be designed to ensure compliance with the MND during project implementation 

(California Public Resources Code, Section 21081.6(a)(1)). 

This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) shall be used by the City of Carson to ensure compliance 

with adopted mitigation measures identified in the MND for the project. The City of Carson, as the lead agency, will 

be responsible for ensuring that all mitigation measures are implemented. Implementation of the mitigation 

measures would reduce impacts to below a level of significance for cultural resources, geology and soils, noise, and 

tribal cultural resources. 

The remainder of this MMRP consists of a table that identifies the mitigation measures by resource for each 

project component. Table 2 identifies the mitigation monitoring and reporting requirements, including the 

entity/entities responsible for verifying implementation of the mitigation measure, timing of verification (prior to, 

during, or after construction), and responsible party. Space is provided for sign-off following completion/ 

implementation of the mitigation measure. Along with the MND and related documents, this MMRP shall be kept 

on file at the following location:  

City of Carson 

Community Development Department, Planning Division 

701 East Carson Street 

Carson, California 90745  
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Table 2. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Checklist 

Mitigation 

Measure No. Mitigation Measure/Project Design Feature 

Method of 

Verification 

Timing of Verification 

Responsible 

Party 

Completed 

Comments 

Pre 

Const. 

During 

Const. 

Post 

Cost. Initials Date 

Cultural Resources/ Tribal Cultural Resources 

MM-CUL-1 If archaeological resources (sites, features, or 

artifacts) are exposed during construction 

activities for the project, all construction work 

occurring within 100 feet of the find shall 

immediately stop until a qualified archaeologist, 

meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s 

Professional Qualification Standards, can 

evaluate the significance of the find and 

determine whether or not additional study is 

warranted. Depending on the significance of the 

find under the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) (14 California Code of Regulations 

Section 15064.5[f]; California Public Resources 

Code Section 21082), the archaeologist may 

simply record the find and allow work to continue. 

If the discovery proves significant under CEQA, 

additional work, such as preparation of an 

archaeological treatment plan and data recovery, 

may be warranted. 

Submittal/ 

review of brief 

letter report of 

excavations 

and findings 

 X  City of 

Carson 

   

Geology and Soils 

MM-GEO-1 In the event that paleontological resources (fossil 

remains) are exposed during construction 

activities for the project, all construction work 

occurring within 50 feet of the find shall 

immediately stop until a Qualified Paleontologist, 

as defined by the Society of Vertebrate 

Paleontology’s 2010 guidelines, can assess the 

nature and importance of the find. Depending on 

the significance of the find, the Qualified 

Paleontologist may record the find and allow work 

Submittal/ 

review of brief 

letter report of 

excavations 

and findings  

 X  City of 

Carson 
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Table 2. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Checklist 

Mitigation 

Measure No. Mitigation Measure/Project Design Feature 

Method of 

Verification 

Timing of Verification 

Responsible 

Party 

Completed 

Comments 

Pre 

Const. 

During 

Const. 

Post 

Cost. Initials Date 

to continue, or may recommend salvage and 

recovery of the resource. All recommendations will be 
made in accordance with the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology’s 2010 guidelines, and shall be subject to 
review and approval by the City of Carson. Work in the 

area of the find may only resume upon approval of a 
Qualified Paleontologist. 

Noise 

MM-NOI-1 At least 30 days prior to commencement of 

construction, the contractor shall provide written 

notice to all residential property owners and 

tenants within 300 feet of the project site that 

proposed construction activities could affect 

outdoor or indoor living areas. The notice shall 

contain a description of the project, a 

construction schedule including days and hours 

of construction, and a description of noise-

reduction measures.  

Submittal/ 

review of 

construction 

scheduling 

and mitigation 

measures 

 X  City of 

Carson 

   

MM-NOI-2 Noise-generating construction activities (which 

may include preparation for construction work) 

shall be permitted weekdays between 7:00 a.m. 

and 6:00 p.m., excluding federal holidays. When a 

holiday falls on a Saturday or Sunday, the 

preceding Friday or following Monday, 

respectively, shall be observed as a legal holiday.  

Submittal/ 

review of 

exterior- to-

interior 

acoustical 

analysis  

 X  City of 

Carson  

   

MM-NOI-3 Stationary construction equipment that generates 

noise that exceeds 85 dBA at the property 

boundaries shall be shielded with a barrier that 

meets a Sound Transmission Class rating of 25. 

Submittal/ 

review of 

exterior- to-

interior 

acoustical 

analysis   

 X  City of 

Carson  
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Table 2. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Checklist 

Mitigation 

Measure No. Mitigation Measure/Project Design Feature 

Method of 

Verification 

Timing of Verification 

Responsible 

Party 

Completed 

Comments 

Pre 

Const. 

During 

Const. 

Post 

Cost. Initials Date 

MM-NOI-4 All construction equipment powered by internal 

combustion engines shall be properly muffled and 

maintained. No internal combustion engine shall 

be operated on the site without a muffler. All 

diesel equipment shall be operated with closed 

engine doors and shall be equipped with factory 

recommended mufflers. Unnecessary idling of 

internal combustion engines shall be prohibited. 

Submittal/ 

review of 

construction 

logs  

 X  City of 

Carson  

   

MM-NOI-5 Air compressors and generators used for construction 
shall be surrounded by temporary acoustical shelters. 
Whenever feasible, electrical power shall be used to 
run air compressors and similar power tools. 

Submittal/ 

review of 

exterior- to-

interior 

acoustical 

analysis 

 X  City of 

Carson 

   

MM-NOI-6 A temporary construction sound barrier wall shall be 
installed along the project site boundaries. Entry gates 
for construction vehicles shall be closed when vehicles 
are not entering or exiting the site. The barrier shall be 
made of sound-attenuating material (not landscaping). 
To effectively reduce sound transmission through the 
barrier, the material chosen must be rigid and 
sufficiently dense (at least 20 kilograms per square 
meter). All noise barrier material types are equally 
effective, acoustically, if they have this density. For 
example, 5/8-inch plywood, mounted with no gaps 
between adjacent sheets, would be of sufficient density 
to achieve the target attenuation. The barrier shall be 8 
feet in height from the ground surface on the 
construction side of the wall to achieve the goal of 
blocking direct line-of-sight to the adjacent residence 
windows. It is estimated that a noise barrier of the 

Submittal/ 

review of 

exterior- to-

interior 

acoustical 

analysis 

 X  City of 

Carson 
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Table 2. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Checklist 

Mitigation 

Measure No. Mitigation Measure/Project Design Feature 

Method of 

Verification 

Timing of Verification 

Responsible 

Party 

Completed 

Comments 

Pre 

Const. 

During 

Const. 

Post 

Cost. Initials Date 

prescribed density would reduce average noise levels 
to sensitive receptors by approximately 8 dBA or more 
by blocking direct line of sight to ground-level receptors. 
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4 References Cited 

14 CCR 15000–15387 and Appendices A through L. Guidelines for Implementation of the California 

Environmental Quality Act, as amended. 
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