Report to Mayor and City Council

February 7, 2012
New Business Consent

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY TO BE DESIGNATED A PLAYFUL CITY USA

bmifted by Raymond R. Crtrry— Approved by David C. Biggs

Public Services General Manager City Manager

I. SUMMARY

The Parks and Recreation Services Division have been given the opportunity to
apply to be designated a Playful City USA (Exhibit No. 1). This program is
sponsored by KaBoom, a national organization that builds playgrounds for
children. It honors communities across the country for proactively building an
infrastructure that promotes, creates, and sustains an abundance of time and
space for play for all children. Should the city receive this designation, the city
will be provided the opportunity to apply for future playground/play area
renovation funding from KaBoom through this program. Tonight the City
Council is asked to authorize staff to apply for a Playful City USA designation.

II1. RECOMMENDATION
AUTHORIZE staff to apply for a Playful City USA designation.
III. ALTERNATIVES
TAKE another action the City Council deems appropriate.
IV. BACKGROUND

Launched in 1995, KaBOOM is a national nonprofit organization that develops,
manages, and coordinates community-built playground construction projects.
KaBOOM has raised more than $10 million for community playgrounds through
partnerships with corporate, foundation and individual donors. The organization
is now recognizing communities through its Playful City USA Program for their
efforts to build an infrastructure that promotes, creates, and sustains an
abundance of time and space for play for all children.

The city of Carson has worked with KaBoom to renovate two park sites with
new playground equipment: Friendship Mini Park in 2003 and Walnut Mini
Park in 2010. There are city playgrounds presently identified that need to be
renovated or replaced. The Playful USA designation by KaBoom will allow the

city to apply for funds to pay for these playground projects.



Playful City USA Program Details
What is Playful City USA?

Playful City USA is an application-based national recognition program honoring cities and towns that make play a priority and
use innovative programs to get children active, playing, and healthy. Playful City USA communities make a commitment to play
and physical activity by developing unique local action plans to increase the access to play in their community. In doing so, some

of the most innovative concepts and cost-effective programs are being developed in Playful City USA communities.

In the fifth year of the annual program (2011), 19 Playful City USA communities received recognition for the fifth consecutive
year, while 24 earned honors for the fourth time, 29 for the third time, 30 for the second time and 49 claimed their first Playful
City USA designation.

The 2012 Playful City USA application will be available online this fall. Sign up, at right, to receive notification from us. For
additional questions email 1! or Tix of our Playful City USA Team.

How does vour city qualify?

Playful City USA designees map local playspaces, complete a needs assessment, and develop an action plan that identifies a
minimum of three policies, programs, or initiatives aimed at increasing access to play at school, in neighborhoods, and through

community engagement.

Map Local Playspaces
Learn more about the number, quality, and location of playspaces in your city by conducting a playspace audit. Use this research

to identify Play Deserts—child rich, playspace poor areas.

Complete a Needs Assessment
Evaluate existing play policies and initiatives in the community and determine areas that could be strengthened or where new

programs can be developed.

Share Best Practices
Highlight three best practices based on your needs assessment that provide the framework to implement a minimum of three

policies or programs. Improve access to play at school, in neighborhoods, and through community engagement.
Benefits of being a Playful City USA community

Exclusive access to 103 Let’s Play Grants worth $2.1 million between 2011-13.

Inclusion in national publications spotlighting your city’s best practices in play.
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Street signs identifying your community’s commitment to children.

Customized marketing kit and online tools to celebrate the Playful City USA recognition.

Access to free instructional trainings led by experts that feature replicable programs and policies.

Connections to a network of city and municipal leaders.

Competitive advantage for state and national grant opportunities.

Inclusion in national advertising and public relations campaigns.

Financial support to attend conferences focusing on play policies, city and state leadership, health, and urban planning.

Recognition status embraced by realtors, visitor bureaus, developers, and investors to highlight your community as a
great place to raise healthy and happy children.
Read i

i from some of our Playful City USA communities.



List of 2011 Playful City USA Communities

KaBOOM! recognized 151 Playful City USA communities in 201 1. Each of the communities demonstrated creative
commitments to addressing the Play Deficit. Use the map and list below to explore which cities and towns were honored.
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Playful City USA Grants
A total of 103 Let’s Play Grants worth $2.1 million are available to Playful City USA recognized cities and towns between 2011-
13. Grants range in values of $30,000, $20,000 and $15,000 and will be awarded to existing Playful City USA communities as

well as communities receiving Playful City USA recognition for the first time. Communities can receive more than one grant.

$20,000 Construction Grants

The $20,000 grants will be awarded to cities using the community playground build process. The community-build process
engages citizens and organizations, while relying on volunteers for construction, which significantly lowers the cost of building

playgrounds.

Playground Construction Grants of $20,000 are available to Playful City USA communities. The $20,000 Construction Grants
will be used towards the purchase of playground equipment that will be built using the KaBOOM! community-build model.

v LA Consing

0 i at application is available now! Note: You must complete the 2012 Playful City

USA recognition application to become eligible for these exclusive grants.

-

2011 Construction Grant Recipients

Congratulations to the 2011 Playful City USA Construction Grant recipients:

Auburn, Washington Oak Park Heights, Minnesota

Columbus, Ohio
Dothan, Alabama
Hickory, North Carolina
Kenner, Louisiana
Meriden, Connecticut
Miami Lakes, Florida
Moraine, Ohio

Mount Juliet, Tennessee

Niagara Falls, New York

Ottawa, Kansas
Richmond Hill, Georgia
Rockledge, Florida
Scranton, Pennsylvania
Senatobia, Mississippi
Shirley, Massachusetts
Trenton, New Jersey
Williamstown, Kentucky

York, Pennsylvania



$15,000 or $30,000 Access Grants

The $30,000 and $15,000 grants are available for projects relating to joint-use agreements. Joint-use agreements are partnerships

with local school districts to open school recreation facilities to the public during non-school hours.

Playground Access Grants of $15,000 and $30,000 are available to Playful City USA communities. The $15,000 Access Grants
will support the opening of at least four playgrounds and are available to cities with populations of less than 100,000 people. The
$30,000 Access Grants will support the opening of at least eight playgrounds and are available to cities with populations of
100,000 people or more.

The 2012 Plaviul (v

recognition application to become eligible for these exclusive grants.

2011 Access Grant Recipients

Congratulations to the 2011 Playful City USA Access Grant recipients:
Bethiehem, Pennsylvania
Davenport, lowa
Glendora, California

Missoula, Montana

A National Partner of KaBOOM!, Dr Pepper Snapple Group has made a $15 million, three-year commitment to the organization
as part of the company’s Let’s Play initiative. Let’s Play is a community partnership led by Dr Pepper Snapple Group designed to
get kids active nationwide. Together through Let’s Play, DPS and KaBOOM! will build or fix up 2,000 playgrounds by the end
of 2013, benefiting an estimated five million children across North America. For more information about Let’s Play, visit
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