City of Carson
Report to Mayor and City Council

June 16, 2013
New Business Discussion

SUBJECT: CONSIDER REQUESTING REMOVAL OF VECTOR CONTROL TRUSTEE
HAROLD WILLIAMS FOR CAUSE
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I SUMMARY

This item is on the agenda at the request of Councilmember Robles.

At the June 2, 2013, Council meeting, Councilmember Robles requested that this
item be added to the agenda for this meeting. Councilmember Robles would like
the City Council to consider taking action to request to removal and/or resignation
of Vector Control Trustee Harold Williams for cause.

I1. RECOMMENDATION
CONSIDER and PROVIDE direction.
I11. ALTERNATIVES

1. Make a formal REQUEST on the Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control
Board of Trustees that they remove from office Trustee Harold Williams for
cause; and/or

2. Make a formal REQUEST that Vector Control Trustee Harold Williams resign
from office for cause.

3. TAKE such other action as the City Council deems appropriate consistent with
the requirements of law.

IV. BACKGROUND

Councilmember Albert Robles requested at the June 2, 2013, meeting that the City
Council consider, at a future meeting, removal for cause of the Carson
representative on the Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control Trustee Harold
Williams. Mr. Williams was initially appointed by the Mayor and ratified by the
Council to serve as a Vector Control Trustee as the Carson representative on
November 11, 2007, while a member of the City Council.

This initial term expired on December 31, 2011. Mr. Williams commenced a
second four year term on January 1, 2012, which will expire on December 31,
2016. An excerpt from the City Affiliated Organizations chart is attached which
reflects the information on the agency and the prior service history (Exhibit 1).
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In reviewing the options available to the City Council in considering this matter,
staff contacted the General Manager of the Vector Control Board regarding
possible removal of Trustee Harold Williams. Staff was provided with a copy of
an opinion of the Attorney General addressing the question whether the City
Council has the authority to remove a Trustee appointed by the Mayor and ratified
by the City Council.

The Office of the City Attorney has reviewed that opinion, in which the Attorney
General opines as follows: “We are asked whether a city council that has
appointed a person to the board of trustees of a mosquito abatement district may
later remove that person from the board at the council’s discretion—that is, before
the expiration of the appointee’s term and without specific statutory authority for
the removal. We conclude that a city council may not remove its appointee to a
mosquito abatement district board of trustees at the council’s will or pleasure.”

The Attorney General also opined that “[w]e do not suggest that there are no
circumstances under which a mosquito abatement district trustee might be
removed from, disqualified from, or deemed to forfeit the office. . . . Government
Code section 1770 enumerates events that effect a vacancy in an office, including .

. (d), “[h]is or her removal from office.” One reading of the opinion of the
Attorney General suggests that the Vector Control Board of Trustees would have
the authority to remove one of its members under the circumstances enumerated in
this opinion.

Councilmember Robles is requesting that the City Council take such action as is
appropriate to effectuate the removal of Trustee Harold Williams for cause. In
light of the Attorney General’s opinion, it would seem that the Council could, if it
so determined to do so, make a formal written request of the Greater Los Angeles
County Vector Control Board of Trustees to remove one of its own for cause.

One alternative course of action would be for the City Council, if it so determined
to do so, to make a formal written request on Trustee Harold Williams to resign
his position on the Board of Trustees because the Council has lost confidence in
his ability to discharge his duties to the Vector Control District and to the
community of Carson.

Either or both of these foregoing actions rest within the sound discretion of the
City Council.

FISCAL IMPACT

None as a result of this item.

EXHIBITS

1) Excerpt from City-Affiliated Organizations Listing. (pg. 4)
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