City of Carson
Report to Mayor and City Council

October 21, 2014
New Business Discussion

SUBJECT: CONSIDER HIRING A GRANT WRITER FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR _
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L. SUMMARY

On October 7, 2014, the City Council continued this item. This item is on at the
request of Councilmember Gipson with the concurrence of Mayor Dear.

Councilmember Gipson is interested in hiring a grant writer for one year in an
effort to maximize the possibility of the City of Carson receiving grant funding in
the areas of public safety, recreation and the arts. This person could be responsible
for researching available grant opportunities, writing concept letters, completing
the applications for funding, submitting those applications and following up on the
status of each submission.

I1. RECOMMENDATION
CONSIDER and PROVIDE direction.
IIL ALTERNATIVES |
1. DIRECT staff to issue a Request for Qualifications for “Grant Writing
Services.”

2. DO NOT DIRECT staff to issue a Request for Qualifications for “Grant
Writing Services.”
3. TAKE another action the City Council deems appropriate.

Iv. BACKGROUND

Councilmember Gipson is interested in obtaining grant funding for a number of
city services and projects. He would like to strengthen public safety by opening a
sub-station in the Scottsdale Townhome complex as well as have the money to
allocate more deputies to oversee the city. He would like to see a skate park built
in the north part of the City. Also he is interested in increasing beautification
projects in the City including replacing the light posts on Avalon Blvd with light
posts that are more decorative and increase public art throughout the City.

While hiring a grant writer could be beneficial to the city, it is also important to
highlight City staffs actions in the area of grant awards. Attached as Exhibit No. 1.
is a matrix listing grants received in the last two years. These grant awards were
initiated and lead by Carson City staff. The matrix does not include any automatic

funding or formula grants such as CDBG.
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