
Summer Issue
2015



S U M M E R  2 0 1 5 	 p a g e  t h r e ep a g e  t w o 	 T H E  C A R S O N  R E P O R T

The City of Carson will host            
Special Olympics Delegations that 
include athletes and coaches from     

the countries of Dominica, Palestine, and 
Turkmenistan as part of the Special Olympics 
World Games Host Town program. 

Before the World Games begin on July 25, 
2015, more than 7,000 athletes from 177 
countries will be welcomed to communities 
throughout Southern California.  The
Delegations will spend July 21-24, 2015 in 
and around Carson as they become
acclimated to the time zone, enjoy activities 
that the City of Carson has to offer and 
prepare to compete at the World Games

The Host Town Program in Carson is
a collaboration between the City and
California State University, Dominguez 
Hills. Together, they will welcome the
Special Olympics athletes and coaches 
and provide them food, housing and
entertainment.

”The Host Town program gives each
community an opportunity to showcase to 
the world what makes them special, but 
more importantly, to provide citizens with
a better understanding of intellectual
disabilities that will lead to acceptance and 
inclusion for all,” said Patrick McClenahan, 
President and CEO of LA2015.

“Long after the World Games are over, the 
memories of those three days spent at the Host 
Town will leave a lasting legacy for Special 
Olympics Southern California and everyone who 
was touched by our athletes.  We are thankful 
to all participating Host Towns and their tireless 
volunteers for opening their doors – and their 
hearts – to our athletes and coaches,” added 
McClenahan.

“We are privileged Carson is one of the host 
communities for the 2015 Special Olympics 
World Games Los Angeles.  This is an interna-
tional event, with athletes, coaches, volunteers 
and other guests coming from all over the world, 
and we are happy to provide a memorable
experience and showcase our diverse
community,” said Carson’s Mayor Albert Robles.

Carson’s official Welcome Dinner for the
athletes will be held on Wednesday,
July 22, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the Con-
gresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald 
Community Center.
Other activities planned for the athletes
include bowling, watching movies under 
the stars, a picnic barbeque, and tours of 
local attractions of surrounding cities.

The Opening Ceremony of the World 
Games will be held at the historic
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on
July 25 and televised to a worldwide
audience by ESPN.

To learn more about how you can get 
involved with the Carson Host Town 
program, please call the City of Carson 
Human Services Division at
(310) 835-0212 ext. 1467 or 1780.

The Host Town program has been an
important element of Special Olympics 
World Games since 1995, and the
experience has left a lasting impression on 
the local communities in Ireland, Japan, 
China, Greece, South Korea and the
United States, all of which have previously 
organized Host Town programs as part of 
the Special Olympics World Games.

For more information on the 2015
Special Olympics World Games,
including volunteer and sponsorship
opportunities, visit LA2015.org and on
social with #ReachUpLA on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.  n

Carson to Host Special Olympics Delegations 
from Dominica, Palestine, Turkmenistan
Special Olympics athletes and coaches will visit
Carson to enjoy and learn about our town’s culture 
before competing in the 2015 World Games

CITY OF CARSON POSITION 
STATEMENT

Carson is a vibrant city with a small town atmosphere 
where relationships are important. This is clearly 
visible throughout the community, from the stable 
single family neighborhoods, which make up nearly eighty 
percent of the city’s residences, to the partnership between 
businesses and volunteer driven agencies which strengthen 
the city’s remarkable social fabric.
The social composition of Carson is California in 
miniature. It is a city with a balanced ethnic and cultural mix 
living together in harmony and prosperity.
The community takes pride in the large percent-
age of Carson students who attend college, many to 
California State University, Dominguez Hills, a valuable 
asset to the city.
Carson’s strategic position in the heart of the power-
ful economic engine that is Southern California attracts 
international corporations which recognize the city’s 
bright future. The city’s proximity to the West Coast’s 
two major ports, as well as its intersection by four 
Southland freeways, makes it a major gateway to the 
Pacific Rim.
We, the people who live and work in Carson, take pride 
in our city and will continue to build relationships which 
ensure that future. 

A MESSAGE FROM
THE CITY TREASURER

The City of Carson has established a 
Fraud Hotline to fight fraud and protect 
taxpayer’s dollars.  The Hotline is an 
option for anyone wishing to anonymously 
report illegal or unethical activity on the part of 
the City, its officials, employees, contractors 
or vendors. The Hotline is open 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week and interpreters are available in 
20 different languages.
Calls placed to the Hotline are confidential 
and handled by a third party vendor.  You 
do not have to give your name and your call 
is not recorded through the use of recording 
devices, caller identification equipment or any 
other means.
The City of Carson has taken a pro-active 
step against fraud by establishing the 
Hotline.  In the event that you become 
aware of unethical, illegal or irrespon-
sible activity, don’t ignore it.  Call the Fraud 
Hotline toll-free telephone number at 
1-877-7 HOT TIP or 1-877-746-8847.
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Police & Fire
Emergencies 911
Animal Control
Carson Animal Shelter
(310) 523-9566
Birth, Death,
Marriage Records
County Registrar-Recorder
(562) 462-2137
Building Permits
Building & Safety
(310) 952-1766
Public Transit and Dial-
A-Ride
(310) 952-1779
Hearing Impaired
(800) 252-9040

Cable Television
Time Warner Cable
(888) 892-2253

Chamber of
Commerce
(310) 217-4590

City Hall
(310) 830-7600
Code Enforcement
(310) 952-1786

Community Center
(310) 835-0212

Crime Prevention
Neighborhood Watch
(310) 847-7481
Disaster
Preparedness
(310) 952-1700, ext.1603
Dump
Transfer Station
(310) 217-6300
Electricity
Southern California
Edison Co. (800) 950-2356
Gas
Southern California Gas Co. 
(800) 427-2200
Graffiti Removal
Landscape & Buildings
(310) 847-3500

Hospital
Harbor General UCLA
Medical Center
(310) 222-2345

Jobs
Career Center
(310) 952-1762

Libraries
Carson Regional
(310) 830-0901
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
(310)  327-4830
Parking
Enforcement
(800) 654-7275
Parks & Recreation
(310) 847-3570
Post Office
Main No. (800) 275-8777
Sandbags
Street Maintenance
(310) 952-1700, ext. 3520
Sewer Clean-up
(626) 458-4357
Senior Services
(310) 952-1775
(310) 835-0212
Sidewalk Repair
Street Maintenance
(310) 847-3520
Sheriff’s Station
(310) 830-1123
Street Sweeping
Street Maintenance
(310) 847-3520
Telephone
AT&T
(310) 515-7979
Trash Collection
Waste Management
(310) 847-3508
or (310) 830-7100
Tree Trimming/
Street Maintenance
(310) 847-3520
Water
California Water Service
Company (310) 257-1400
Golden State Water
Company (800) 999-4033

C o m m u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n s
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Carson Park Cheerleaders Claim 2015 SHARP State Junior Champion Title

W hen you walk inside of the 
Carson Park building, along 
its counter are lines of trophies 

that Carson Park Cheerleaders have 
brought home over the past years, 

but there is one trophy that  really 
stands out.  It’s the 2015 SHARP 
State Junior Championship trophy 
that the Carson Park Mini Stars and 
Carson Park All Stars brought home 

from their competition held 
at Knott’s Berry Farm this 
past March.

But more than the trophies 
that each team has taken 
home are the friendship that 
both the girls in the team and 
the parents have developed.  
Practicing an hour Monday 
and Wednesday twice per 
week, the girls have learned 
what it means to work as a 
team.

Parent Sandra Arroyo whose
daughter has been participat-
ing in Carson Park Cheer for 
the second year says that it 
has felt like a family and this 
is very rewarding for her and 
her daughter Yesenia.

“This is my daughter’s second year and 
I believe that the support and motivation 
among the teammates, coaches, and 
parents have inspired my daughter to 
continue on cheering for Carson Park,” 
said Sandra Arroyo.

All Star Cheerleader
Analissa Cardenas has
participated in the Cheer 
program for the past three 
years and her younger 
sister Ariannah joined the 
Mini Stars this year.

“My girls love it. 
They [cheerleaders]
become like family and 
get really attached to 
each other. The girls have 
done amazing this year 
and I’m beyond proud of 
them as a group for their 
team effort,” said parent 
Crystal Cardenas.

But the girls are not the 
only ones that have grown 
closer during practices;

parents say that they too, from
volunteering have felt more connected.

“The parent volunteer and participation 
keeps improving tremendously and I’m 
honored to be a part of the team,” added 
Cardenas.

For Kim Cortado, a 15-year volunteer 
and Parks and Recreation Commis-
sioner, she started out helping as a 
cheer mom.  She also coached and 
became an active member of the Carson 
Park Association.

“The Association is very proud of the 
Carson Park cheerleaders.  We look 
forward to all that they will accomplish 
in the future as well as all of our park 
programs which includes the song team, 
tap, hip-hop, ballet, t-ball, baseball,
softball, basketball, football, and soccer,” 
said Cortado.

Senior Recreation Supervisor, Bobby 
Grove, expressed similar sentiments. 
“These girls have worked hard over the 
years and were able to win the Sharp 
State title this year.  Coach Michele and 

Coach Ariana have done a phenomenal 
job and the girls’ skill level increases 
every year.”

Coach Michele Ledesma has been 
coaching Carson Park Cheer for 7 
years.  She started in 2008 with 1 team 
of 8 girls, and now, Carson Park has two 
teams, the Mini Stars and All Stars.

continued on page 10
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F or the second year, the City of 
Carson has hosted an awareness-
raising event on April 11 at Veterans 

Park in honor of autism awareness with 
various information booths, carnival 
games, a rapper, a balloon artist, various 
sports and activities, safety fingerprinting, 
jumpers, and a magician.

For partnering agency, Autism
Advocates in Action, April 11 is an
important day to help educate, advocate 
and bring awareness to a community 
which expands far beyond a spectrum 
that is now 1 in 68.  

“As the Founder of Autism Advocates in 
Action (AAIA) and someone who has a 
son on the spectrum, I advocate
providing support, educating and
bringing awareness to Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). I believe the more you 
know the more you grow and this can be 
done in a positive environment through 
information which is key,” said Renita 
Verner.

“We must advocate and be the voice for 
those who cannot speak and educate 
and promote inclusion for those who do 
not understand. We must work to
improve a system which scrambles to 
find a way to keep up with what is an 
epidemic of now 1 in 68. We must stay 
motivated, engaged and continue a journey 
by using our love and compassion for all 
who are affected,” added Verner.

For AAIA committee member, Cynthia 
Allen, who has a 17-year old son on the 
spectrum, she says her participation is 

an extension of the inherent advocacy 
that she performs every day for her son 
born purely from maternal instincts.

“I believe with the core of my very
existence that my son and others
affected with autism are destined for 
greatness albeit not measured by
standard metrics like grades and
accolades but in character strength
and fortitude,” said Allen. 

“I participate because if there is but one 
parent/caregiver that has lost hope there 
is one too many.  My goal in participating 
is to help highlight the possibilities and 
to fashion a new model of community 
that accepts and encourages all abilities 
not tolerate and discourage those with 

disabilities,” avidly added Allen.
Autism Advocates in Action is a 501c3 
non-profit organization whose mission is 
provide community support in the areas 
of advocacy, resources, and activities for 
children, teens and adults while promoting 
awareness and inclusion.  The organiza-
tion provides monthly meetings to  help 
educate parents on current law and 
collaborate with the community engage-
ment resource to help parents navigate 
the system.

The City of Carson Special Needs
Program addresses the social, physical 
and recreational needs of Carson’s
mentally and physically disabled adult 
population. The program has an
emphasis on socialization, creative
activities, special recreation, and
physical and educational development 
of the mentally and physically chal-
lenged. These services help to reduce 
the loneliness and isolation of individuals 
with disabilities by providing a variety of 
recreational and social activities. This 
ultimately enhances the awareness of 
individual and group advocacy for the 
rights of individuals with disabilities.

On the same day, Carson also hosted 
for the third year the Special Olympics 
Area Games in the sports of bocce and 
basketball.  Over 300 athletes partici-
pated in the games.

According to Special Needs Coordinator 
Sandy Barber, she is thrilled with the 
success of both events [Special
Olympics Area Games and Autism 
Awareness Day].  

“I am proud to see the 
growth in participation 
of both the athletes and 
spectators to the area 
games,” said Barber.

“I think it serves a
twofold purpose to have 
sports competition for 
our special athletes as 
well as spread aware-
ness about autism.  We 
accomplish a lot with 
having both events on 
the same day that can 
provide hope, resource, 

and fun for everyone in the family,” 
added Barber.

On June 12-14, 2015, the Special
Olympics Summer Games will be held 
at CalState Long Beach and on July 
25, 2015, the Special Olympics World 
Games will kick-off in Los Angeles.

For more information about the Special 
Needs Program or the Special Olympic 
games, please log on to the City of
Carson website at http://ci.carson.
ca.us/department/communityser-
vices/special_needs.asp or call the 
Human Services Special Needs
Program at (310) 835-0212 ext. 1465.  
For more information about Autism
Advocates in Action, log on to http://
www.autismadvocatesinactionsg.
com/ or call 562-857-4300.  n

FACT: Autism was once thought to be a relatively rare disorder,
affecting one in 10,000 people. Today, Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports that an average of 1 in 68 children in the United 
States have been identified to be on the autism spectrum disorder.

City of Carson Hosts Autism Awareness Day ....and Special Olympics Area Games
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Community Academy
Community Academies are a series of 
nine weekly classes aimed at providing 
an opportunity to gain insight into the 
Sheriff’s Department and provide
additional skills to help keep the City of 
Carson safe.  There are currently 19
residents attending Community
Academy.  Topics include narcotics, 
gangs, traffic enforcement, and field trips 
to a jail and communications
center.  After graduation of the first 
class, a second Community Academy 
beginning in the summer will be
announced.  If you are interested in
attending, please call Sergeant Carlos 
Veramendi in Community Relations.

Safety First Act Now (SFAN)
On Wednesday, April 1, the Sheriff’s 
Staion held a community survey
results meeting with the residents of the 
Dominguez Village community.  This 
meeting was very successful due to the 
amount of residents who took the time 
to participate.  We are appreciative of 
the citizen’s involvement and we thank 
everyone for their participation.
The Sheriff’s noted several concerns 
from the residents and we are beginning 
our plans to address them.  The SFAN 
meeting was also attended by several 
elected officials from the City and the 
Assembly.

Neighborhood Watch Works!
During the months of January and
February, there was an increase in
residential burglaries occurring in
several of mobile home estates.
The station detectives and community
policing teams dedicated their efforts
to identify and apprehend the person
responsible for the break-ins.

Our detectives participated in two com-
munity meetings hosted by the mobile 
home estates to share information and 
seek the residents’ assistance.  Following 
the meetings, a very observant resident 
witnessed a suspicious person near a 
neighbor’s residence who was away 
at work.  Our observant resident called 
Carson Station and the responding 
deputies apprehended the suspicious 
person as he was fleeing the area.
The apprehending deputies determined 
the suspicious person that had just
burglarized the residence.   Our
detectives, who responded to the scene 
of the arrest began working additional 
leads and identified our suspect’s
residence.  Within a few hours of the
arrest, a search warrant for the suspect’s 
residence was authorized by a judge 
and the detectives located additional 
stolen property from previous burglaries.  
We believe this person is likely
responsible for more than 20 other
burglaries.  We owe the success of this 
case to our observant resident.   Please 
keep this story in mind when you see 
something that seems suspicious and 
always call us.  We are here to help you 
and keep your community safe.
We cannot accomplish this without you 
and your help.

“Don’t Be a Victim” Operations
The Carson Station Explorers,
volunteers, and community policing 
teams have been performing “Don’t be a 
Victim” operations in our local
shopping centers.  Our personnel have 
been spending about an hour every 
other week walking through local
shopping centers looking for vehicles 
that have been left unlocked, or that 
have valuable items left in plain view.  
When a vehicle is located that fits the 
criteria, we then leave a courtesy notice 
reminding the owner of the vehicle that 
he or she can help prevent crime by
securing their vehicle and concealing 
valuable items.  

Emergencies 9-1-1

Calls for Service (310) 830-1123

Watch Commander (310) 830-1123

Community Relations (310) 847-8386

Visit our website at www.carson.lasd.org

General Customer Service Brief
As your station captain, I am always 
looking for ways to improve our service, 
and our commitment to timely responses 
to calls for service is the cornerstone of 
quality service.  I would like to explain 
how we classify and prioritize calls for 
service, and what we are doing to
ensure timely responses.  First, when 
you call the Sheriff’s Department and
report an incident, the dispatch personnel
evaluate the incident while inputting the 
information into a computer dispatch 
system.  The Sheriff’s Department
classifies calls for service into one of 
three categories:

	 1) Emergency
	 (Lights and Sirens)

	 2) Priority
	 (Immediate response, but do not call
	 for lights and sirens)

	 3) Routine
	 (Does not require an immediate
	 response).

We also place thresholds on the amount 
of time it takes to arrive at a call.  In an 
effort to ensure our response times are 
kept as low as possible, I have imple-
mented station policy for supervisors 
to evaluate any call for service that 
exceeds our allowable threshold time, 
based on the category of the call.  The 
goal of the Carson Station personnel is 
to deliver quality and timely service to 
the residents of Carson.  If you need to 
call our station, please use the numbers 
above as a reference.  n

Captain’s Corner
by Captain Chris Marks

If you’re a resident of Carson, then 
you know summer is a fun time in our 
city. From events at our local parks 

to backyard BBQs, the heat won’t stop 
you from having a good time. However, 
summertime fun can be interrupted by 
uninvited visitors: blood-sucking, dis-
ease-carrying mosquitoes.

Mosquitoes and warm weather go hand-
in-hand. This is especially true with the 
warm winter and spring we experienced 
this year. As temperatures warm up,
the threat of West Nile virus increases.

West Nile virus is a potentially dangerous 
disease transmitted by mosquitoes that 
can lead to death in humans, horses, 

birds, and wildlife. In milder cases,
patients experience fevers, body aches, 
and headaches. In more severe cases, 
patients can experience coma and
paralysis.

“People may think mosquitoes are just 
simple annoyances,” says Carson’s 
Mayor Albert Robles. “But in Carson and 
the surrounding communities, mosqui-
toes pose a very serious health threat.”

Luckily, the City of Carson has been 
working with the Greater Los Angeles 
Vector Control District (GLACVCD) to 
make sure residents understand the 
risks. GLACVCD has specialized staff 
that monitor diseases and control
mosquitoes and other vectors that pose 
a threat to our health and comfort.

“We can do our part, but we need
Carson residents’ help to get rid of
stagnant water around the home,”
says Levy Sun, Public Information
Officer for GLACVCD.

“Take a few minutes to clean up clutter 
around your home and remove all buckets, 
old tires, and plant saucers that hold 
water. The work you do now will dramati-
cally cut your risk of mosquito problems 
this summer,” added Sun.

While GLACVCD and the City of Carson 
are fighting mosquitoes in parks, street 
gutters and public areas, we need your 

T he City of Carson has been named 
as a finalist for the 2015 All-America 
City Award.  This prestigious award 

honors communities across the country 
that has developed innovative solutions 
to pressing problems.

Given by the National Civic League to 10 
communities each year, the award cel-
ebrates and recognizes neighborhoods, 
villages, towns, cities, counties, tribes 
and metro regions that have engaged 
residents in innovative, inclusive and ef-
fective efforts to tackle critical challenges. 

The focus of this year’s All-America City 
Award is on community efforts to engage 
and support vulnerable young men and 
boys, aligning with efforts such as
The White House’s My Brother’s
Keeper Initiative.

“At a time when the challenges facing 
our communities can seem overwhelm-
ing, places like the Carson community 
are a critical reminder of the good work 
being done all across the country,” said 
Gloria Rubio-Cortes, President of the 
National Civic League. 

“It’s an example of what’s possible when 
local government, business, nonprofits 
and residents come together to solve 
problems. That’s why I am proud to an-
nounce that Carson has been selected 
as a finalist for the 2015 All-America City 
Award,” added Rubio-Cortes.

A team representing Carson will join 
residents; nonprofit, business, and 
government leaders; and young people 
from the 15 other finalist communities 
in Denver from June 12-14 this year.  

The event gives finalist communities the 
chance to connect and share insights 
with other innovative communities and 
a chance to learn from national lead-
ers in the field of civic engagement and 
innovation.  Each community will then 
present the story of their work to a jury 
of nationally recognized civic leaders.  
The event is every bit as much about 
learning and networking as it is about 
competing for the coveted All-America 
City title.

In explaining the purpose of the award, 
Rubio-Cortes offered: “NCL isn’t looking 
for the most prestigious, prosperous or 
‘perfect’ communities – that’s not what it 
takes to win the All-America City Award.  
The award celebrates

Carson is a 2015 All-America City Award Finalist

Summer is Buzzing into Carson, Bringing
With it, Mosquitoes and West Nile Virus

continued on page 10

continued on page 10
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The Carson African American
Empowerment Coalition Annual Scholarship 

Fundraiser Luncheon will be held
June 27, 2015 at the Congresswoman

Juanita Millendar McDonald Community 
Center from 11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

The theme is “Believe, Succeed, Achieve”
and will salute our scholastic scholars with a
$1,000 scholarship as they move forward to 
higher educational goals.  This year’s guest 
speaker will be Cecil Rhambo, Acting City 

Manager, City of Carson.  For tickets, please 
call Juanita S. Cannon, Scholarship Chair 

(310) 635-5289 or Vera Rhone, Scholarship 
Co-Chair (310) 637-3840.

“As a coach, my goal is to teach,
motivate, and inspire my cheerleaders to achieve 
the impossible.  They have gone beyond my
expectations and achieved the impossible by
winning the State Champions at Knott’s Berry Farm 
this season,” said Ledesma.

Carson Park Cheer also competed on the National 
Level in Las Vegas.  The Mini Stars claimed first 
place and the All Stars placed second.

Ledesma also commented on her assistant coach’s 
performance in leading the team for the past two 
years.  “Ariana Maciel has been an instrumental 
part of our cheer program at Carson Park.”

Ariana Maciel was also a part of the Carson Park 
Cheer when she was 8 years old. Now, out of her 
passion for cheer, she is an assistant coach for the 
team.  Her 11-year old sister Gizela has been part 
of the Carson Park Cheer Team for since she was 
7 years old.

“I am so proud of Gizela,” said mom Gloria
Maciel.  “She sees the girls on the team as her 
cheer sisters.  I love to see that she is so committed 
and dedicated to something that is so healthy for 
her both mentally and physically,” she added.

Gloria Maciel also expressed how proud she is of 
Assistant Coach Ariana.  

“She is a leader and is a positive influence on the 
girls.  It makes my heart feel so happy when I hear 
Ariana tell the girls how well they did at a competition 
and how proud she is of them or when she tells me 
how proud she is to see the girls come so far from 
day one of practice and how she sees the girls so 
confident when they are performing,” said Maciel.

Carson Park Cheer is an annual program.
The program is for girls between 3-12 years of age.  
If you are interested in joining the largest cheer 
program in Carson, please contact Carson Park 
at (310) 830-4925.  Sign-up for the new season is 
between July 1-31, 2015.  n

Carson Park Cheerleaders
continued from page 5

help to control them around your home. Here are 
some ways you can help:

•	 GLACVCD offers a free service to inspect
areas and properties with mosquito issues.
Are you getting bit during the day or night?
Call 562-944-9656 or submit a service request
online at www.reportmosquitoes.org.

•	 Do you notice dirty, green pools or other potential 
mosquito breeding sources in your community? Let 
us know! GLACVCD does free inspections and can 
help many people solve mosquito issues. Call us at 
562-944-9656 or online at www.reportmosquitoes.org.

•	 If families are outdoors when mosquitoes are ac-
tive, apply insect repellent. Just because you don’t 
see them, doesn’t mean mosquitoes won’t find you! 
The most effective repellents contain active ingredi-
ents such as DEET, Picaridin, IR3535 or Oil of 

lemon eucalyptus (PMD). Always apply according 
to label instructions.

•	 Make sure doors and windows have tight-fitting 
screens to keep mosquitoes out. Repair or replace 
screens that have tears or holes.

•	 Vector control needs your help to educate the com-
munity! Invite a special Vector Control booth or speaker to 
your next event at a church, fair or organization. Call them 
at 562-944-9656 or email commaffairs@glacvcd.org.  n

communities of any size, geography, affluence, or 
influence where residents and leaders roll-up their 
sleeves, and find creative solutions to
challenging problems.”

The three community-driven projects presented by 
the City of Carson are as follows: 1) The Gang
Diversion Team.  The Gang Diversion Team is 
working together with community leadership to 
create effective ways of directing negative youth 
behavior into positive lifestyle; 2) The Male Suc-
cess Alliance (MSA).  The purpose of MSA is to 
improve access, retention, and graduation rates 
of young men of color through academic support, 

professional development, and mentoring; 3) The 
Joseph B. Jr. and Mary Anne O’Neal Stroke Center 
was formed to fill a gap in the Carson community. It 
began as a stroke support group in 1999 and then 
expanded by following the model provided by the 
Palm Springs Center. There are only two stroke 
centers in California that offer rehabilitative
services, and the Joseph B. Jr. and Mary Anne 
O’Neal Stroke Center is the only one that offers 
them for free. The center is available to anyone for 
free, not just Carson residents.

“What is vision?  Vision is the ability to see beyond 
the limits of your past and present, and visualize 
the unlimited potential of an ‘Unlimited Future.’  
Having grown-up in Carson, I have seen our City 
and its residents create innovation in areas where 

it was unimaginable.  For example, the Carson 
Stroke Center, the brainchild of one of our
residents, offers Carson and non-Carson residents 
free speech therapy, occupational therapy and a 
variety of other programs to assist individuals with 
stroke rehabilitation.  The City of Carson is an
All-America City because we engage and support 
our community members’ visions,” said Carson’s 
Mayor Albert Robles.

For more information about the National Civic 
League and the All-America City Award, please 
visit www.nationalcivicleague.org or contact NCL 
with questions directed to Mike McGrath at
mikem@ncl.org or Aaron Leavy at
aaronl@ncl.org or call (303) 571-4343.  n

All-America City Award Finalist
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