AGENDA
CITY OF CARSON
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
701 East Carson Street, Carson, CA 90745
EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE ROOM, 2™ FLOOR
Wednesday, April 3, 2013
6:30 p.m.

1. CALLTO ORDER:
2. FLAG SALUTE:
3. ROLL CALL:

4. AGENDA POSTING CERTIFICATION: In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability related modification or accommodation
to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please call the
City Clerk’s office at 310-952-1720 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting,

{Government Code Section 54954.2)

5. AGENDA APPROVAL:

6. MINUTES APPROVAL: a.) March 6, 2013

7. NEW BUSINESS

a.) LA River Presentation, Carol Armstrong, City of Los Angeles

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a.) California International Gateway (SCIG) Final EIR, Response to Comments
b.) Website Development

9. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

a.) None

10. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

a.) Audience
b.} Commissioners
c.) Staff

il ADJOURNMENT

Upcoming Meetings: < May 1,2013 < June 5, 2013 < July 3, 2013 - August 7, 2013



MINUTES
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
March 6, 2013

6:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER: 6:30
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chair Members
ROLL CALL: Planner Saied Naaseh called the roll as follows:
Present: Commissioners: Boyer, Hopson,
Jimenez, Love, Taylor, Mack, and Pinon,
Absent MNone

Staff Present: Planner Sailed Naaseh

SECRETARY’'S REPORT

N/A

AGENDA APPROVAL

Approved

MINUTES APPROVAL

Approved February 6, 2013 minutes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

a. Carson Master Plan of Bikeways
Planner Naaseh presented the draft master plan of bikeways exhibit and circulated
flier for the upcoming Carson Bike Tour

b. Southern California international Gateway (SCIG) Final EIR, Response to Comments
Planner Naaseh presented the SCIG FEIR response to comments and indicated that
the project is set f or a hearing on March 7, 2013 for certification of the FEIR.

C. Website Development
Planner Naaseh requested commissioners to research other cities websites to
determine appropriate content and name for Carson’s website.



ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

e  Commission

o Shell ethanol project

e Siaff Naaseh

o Distributed

AJOURNMENT

Pay Sheets for February

Applications for appointment to commissions and indicated they are due
to City Clerk by March 28, 2013

Energy update California flier

Carousel Tract update, power point and Regional Water comment period
letter for the Pilot Testing Program due April 5, 2013

Climate Action and Sustainability Best Practices handout

At 7:24 pm, the meeting was adjourned to Wednesday, Aprii 3, 2013, 6:30 pm.

ATTEST:

CHAIRPERSON

SAIED NAASEH, ASSOCIATE PLANNER



CITY OF CARSON

STAFF COMMUNICATION TO
THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

UNFINISHED BUSINESS April 3, 2013

SUBJECT: Southern California International Gateway (SCIG) Final
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) Certification

REQUEST: Update the Commission Regarding the Certification of SCIG
FEIR

I introduction

One March 7, 2013, the Los Angeles Harbor Commission certified the final
Environmental Impact Report for the proposed Southern California
International Gateway (SCIG) intermodal rail-yard. On March 13, the
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and City of Lonhg Beach,
among others, appealed the decision fo the Los Angeles City Council.

il. Backaround/Analvsis

The City is currently is developing a strategy on how to proceed in light of
recent developments. Further updates will be provided to the Commission
in future meetings,

i, Recommendation

Receive and File.

V.  Exhibits
. None. .
1. None i T \1 .
Prepared by: N S

Saled Naaseh, Associate Planner

ITEM NOC. 8A



CITY OF CARSON

STAFF COMMUNICATION TO
THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

UNFINISHED BUSINESS April 3, 2013

SUBJECT: Website Development

REQUEST: To initiate the development of the format, goals, and content of

a webpage related to the improvement of the environment

Introduction

At the March 6, 2013, the Environmental Commission discussed the
development of the city webpage as it relates to environmental issues,
The Commission reached a consensus on researching the websites for
cities of Long Beach, Santa Monica, and Irvine to develop ideas regarding
the format, content, and name of city’s new web page.

Background/Analysis

Staff has done a preliminary research on these websites. All three seem
fo be excellent rescurces. The information on these websites is
overwhelming at first glance. Attached are pages from lrvine’s and Santa
Monica's web pages. Santa Monica's main sustainability page includes
green buying, education, energy, green building, hazardous materiais,
tandscape, resource recovery and recycling, sustainability, fransportation,
urban runoff, and water.

The commission should discuss these categories and any other
categories deemed appropriate by the Commission. The commission
could develop sub-committees to further research each category to
provide the foundation for the web page. During these discussions, goals
and priorities should be developed along with the name and the format of
this web page.

Attached is short article that provides some insight on sustainable
communities.

Recommendation

That the Environmental Commission initiate the discussions on the format,
goals, and content of the website related to the improvement of the
environment.

ITEM NO. 8B



V. Exhibits
1. City of Irvine Web Pages
2. City of Santa Monica Web Pages

3. Atrip to Sustainavilie

Prepared by: ‘“‘::1“1‘»

Saied Naaseh, Associate Planner

ITEM NO. 8B
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Posted March 9, 2011 in Green Enterprise, Living Sustainably

One thing | have learned in six months in my new position as director of
sustainable communities at NRDC is that even 2 lot of environmentalists don't
quite know what to make of the phrase. For some of us in the field the principles
are ingrained and at this point even assumed; but, for others, sustainable
communities is a relatively new and somewhat elusive concept. This may be
particularly frue for my fellow travelers in the legal profession, who tend to think
in terms of statutory mandates and causes of action and have little patience with
the fuzzy stuff.

S0 in this post | am returning to the basics, which bear repeating. Let's begin by
borrowing from a definition | found in a planning document from the state of
Maryland. H packs a lot into one paragraph:

“‘Sustainable communities share a common purpose. places where people
thrive to enjoy good health and create a high quality of life. A sustainable
community reflects the interdependence of economic, environmental, and
social issues by acknowledging that regions, cities, towns and rural lands
must continue into the future without diminishing the land, water, air, natural
and cuftural resources that support them. Housing, transportation and
resource conservalion are managed in ways that refain the economic,
ecological and scenic values of the environment. And they are communities
where the consumption of fossil fuels, emissions of greenhouse gases, water
resources and pollution are minimized.”



Note the emphasis on pfaces; to a great extent, this is about what many of us
have come fo call “placemaking.” !t starts with the built environment, but doesn’t
end there,

ore specifically to an environmental group such
5 NRDC, where | work, we use the phrase 1o
ascribe places where use of resources and
missions of greenhouse gases anc other
clutanis are going down, not up; where the air
wand waterways are accessible and clean; where
Hland is used efficiently, and shared parks and
public spaces are plentiful and easily visited;

: where people of different ages, income levels and
cultural backgrounds share equally in environmental, social and cultural benefits;
where many needs of daily life can be met within a 20-minute walk, and all may
be met within a 20-minute transit ride; where industry and economic opportunity
emphasize healthy, environmentally sound practices.

For a feel of what this looks like on the ground, let's take a short journey
together. On the way to our destination on the high-speed frain, we pass through
a rolling rural landscape dotted with farms, forests, and windmills, until we come
to the urban growth boundary of the Sustainaville metro region. The landscape
abruptly changes lo weil-ordered development.

Al the first stop inside the developed area, we can tell that we are in a suburb,
but it doesn't look fike suburbs built in the 1960s and 1970s. For one thing, there
Is a lof more green space, not so much in private
vards, but in neighborhood-sized green squares
around which are clustered different types of
homes - apartments, townhomes, and singie-
family, offered at different price points and mixed
together, nol separated. Some of the squares
also have neighborhood shops, including in one
instance a dry cleaner’s, a café, a convenience
store and a pharmacy on the first floor of a five-
story apartment or condo bullding. A light rail line
runs down the center of the main commercial
street. (We may be in 2 place similar in soms respecis to Orence Station,
Fortiand’s lconic transit-oriented suburb.)

We disembark and transfer to the light rail, which runs to Sustainaville's
downtown. We get off in an older, revitalizing neighborhood, largely abandoned
in the 1960s and 1970s but now healthy again after a grassroois-led restoration.
{(We might now be in a place like Old North Saint Louis is rapidly becoming; or



Melrose Commons in the South Bronx, whose plan has been certified gold under
LEED-ND; or Oakland's Fruitvale Village, whose grassroois-led rebirth was

financed in part by NRDC’s d@v@!apm@m partner, the Local Initiatives Support
Corporation.} At the rall stop, we see carshare and bikeshare stations, cafés,
shops and services,

Venturing into the residential area, we noftice kids walking home from schaol, the
¥ iiE@ ones w;th ﬁew g}arems& the big ones with their friends, because they can;

' inute walk on well-connected, slow-speed

traets with porous-pavement sidewalks on both
ides, native street trees, and parking spaces for
ars and bikes by the curb, which buffers the
treet from the pedestrians. Walking further, we
ae that there is an slementary schoo! beside g
mall park, and we can see ancthar in the
istance. The school has solar panels and 2
“green roof, as does a condo building on the park.
oth have small parking lots in the rear shaded

y mature trees and surfaced with porous pavers

o filter stormwater.

Then we notice that the park has a small space in one of the cormers devoted to
a neighborhood vegetable garden, which is being fended by some elderly
residents. One of them adds some tomatoes io her wheeled cart, which alrsady
has reusabie canvas bags bearing the name of the supermarket where she iust
shopped two blocks away; she then continues walking o her restorad
townhouse, with native vegetation in the small front and rear vards. We pass a
barber taking a break cutside his shop.

There are other small, local businesses mixed in with homes and places of
worship. Several of the small neighborhood restaurants are advertising that thay
serve only iocal food. On a basketball court beside one of the schools, two
teams are going at each other furiously, but everyone seems to be joking and
having a good time; one of the players drains a three-pointer and suddenly his
side has hope after all.



This does not describe every aspect of a sustainable community, or avary type.
To be complete, we would also discuss, for example, clean industry and

waterways, universal access by people of varying abilities; and more.

But it's not a bad start, in my opinion. |f basically describes the vision of a
sustainable community created jointly by some 25 attendees at NRDC's recent
sustainable communities planning retreat. Utopian? Maybe s0, but since when
has the environmental community not been idealistic? We must know where we
would like to go in order to choose our steps along the way.

Move your cursor over the images for credit information.

Kaid Benfield writes (almosf} daily about community, development, and the
environment. For more posts, see his blog's home page.



