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GOVERNMENT CODE
'SECTION 65580-65589.8

65580. The Legislature finds and declares as follows:

-{a) The availability of housing is of vital statewide importance,
and the early attainment of decent housing and a suitable living’ "
environment for every Californian, including farmworkers, is a
priority of the highest order. ’ )

(b) The early attainment of this goal requires the cooperative
participation of government and the private sector in an effort to
expand housing opportunities and acconmodate. the housing needs of
Californians of all economic levels.

(c) The provision of housing affordable to- low- and
moderate-income households requires.the cooperation of all levels of
government. ‘

(d) Local and state governments have a respon51b111ty to use the
powers vested in them to facilitate the improvement and development
of housing to make adequate provision for the housing needs of all
economic segments of the community. .

(e) The Legislature recognizes that in carrying out this
ﬁresponsibility, each local government also has the responsibility to
consider economic, environmental, and fiscal factors and community
goals set forth in the general plan and to cooperate with other local
governments and the state in addressing regional housing needs.

65581. - It is the -intént of the Legislature in enacting this
article: - _ o
(a) To assure that ccounties and cities recognize their
" responsibilities in contributing to the attainment of the state:
housing goal. ' B o

(b) To assure that counties and cities will prepare and implement
housing elements which, along with federal and state programs, will
move toward. attainment-of the state housing goal.

(c) To recognize that each locality is best capable of determining
what efforts are required by it to contribute to the attainment of
the state housing goal, provided such a determination is- compatlble
with the state housing goal and regional housing needs.

(d) To. ensure that each local government cooperates with other
local .governments in order to address rfegional housing needs.

65582. As used in this article:

(a) "Community,™ "locality,” "local government," or‘"jurisdiction"
. means a city, city and county, or county.
~ (b} "Council of governments" means a single or multlcounty council
created by a joint powers agreement pursuant to Chapter 5
(commencing with Section 6500) of Division 1 of Title 1.

(c) "Department” means the Department of Housing and Community
‘Development.

(d) "Housing element" or "element" means the hou51ng element of
the community's general plan, as required pursuant to thlS article
and subdivision (c¢) of Section 65302.
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