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protection of envirommental and'agricultural resources, and the
encouragement of efficient development patterns.
(3) Promoting an 1mproveo intraregional relatlonshlp between jobs

eand housing.

(4) Allocating a lower proportion of housing need to an. income
category when a jurisdiction already has a disproportionately high
share of households in that income category, as compared to the

vcountyw1de distribution of households in that category from the most .’

recent decennial United States census.
(e) For purpocses of this section, "household income levels" are as
determined by the department as of thée most recent decennlal census

pursuant to the following code sections:

(1) Very low incomes as defined by Sectlon 50105 of the Health and
Safety Code.

(2) Lower incomes, as deflned by Section 50079,5 of the-Health and
Safety Code. : B ‘

(3) Moderate incomes, as defined by Section 50093 of the Health
and Safety Code.
‘ {4) Above moderate incomes are those exceedlng the moderate income
level of Section 50093 of the Health and Safety Code. :

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of" law, determinations

made by the department, a council of governments, or a city or county

pursuant to this sectlon or Section 65584.01, 65584.02, 65584.03,
65584.04, 65584.05,.° ‘65584, 06, or 65584.07 are exempt from the
California Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with

Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code) .

65584.01. (a) For the fourth and subsequent revision of the housing
element pursuant to Section 65588 the department, in consultation
with each council of governments, where applicable, shall determine
the existing ‘and projected need for hou51ng for each region in the
follow1ng manner:

' {b) The department s determlnatlon shall be based upon population
projections, produced by the Department of- Finance and regional

“population forecasts used in preparing regional transportation plans,
~.in consultation with each council.of governments. If the total

regional population forecast for the planning period, developed by
the council of governments and used for the. preparation of the

regional transportation plan, is within a. range of. 3 percent of the
total reqlonal population forecast for the planning period over the
same time period by the Department of Flnance, then the population
forecast developed by the council of governments shall be the basis

‘from which the department determines the existing and projected need

for housing in the region. If the difference betweeén the total
population growth projected by the. couricil of governments and the
total populatlon growth prOJected for the region by the Department of

. Finance is greater than 3 percent, then the department and the

council of governments shall meet to discuss variances in methodology

-used for population projections and seek agreement on a population
.. 'projection for the region td be used as a basis for determlnlng the -
~existing and projected housing need for the region. If ho agreement
is 'reached, then the populatlon progectlon for the. region shall be

the population projection for the region prepared by the Department

-0f Finance as may be modified by the department as a result of

discussions with the council of governments.
{c) (1) At least ‘26 months prior to the scheduled revision

.pursuant to Seéection 65588 and prior to developing-the ex1st1ng'and

progected housing need for a region, the department shall meet and
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