City of Carson
Report to Mayor and City Council

April 19, 2011
New Business Consent

SUBJECT: MEETING DISPOSITION: CITY COUNCIL COMMERCIAL AND PUBLIC

SIGNAGE SUB-C¢ OMMITTEE

Interim City Manager Interim City Manager

I1.

II.

Iv.

VI.

SUMMARY

The City Council Commercial and Public Signage Sub-Committee (Mayor Dear
and Mayor Pro Tem Ruiz Raber) met on April 7, 2011. Attached for the City
Council’s information is a copy of the meeting disposition (Exhibit No. 1).

RECOMMENDATION

RECEIVE and FILE.

ALTERNATIVES

PROVIDE additional direction the City Council deems appropriate.
BACKGROUND

At the July 18, 2006 meeting (Exhibit No. 2), staff was instructed to provide a
summary report (agenda disposition) at each regular meeting of the City Council
of all City Council Sub-committee meetings held during the previous two weeks.

FISCAL IMPACT
None.

EXHIBITS

1. April 7, 2011, Commercial and Public Signage Sub-committee disposition.

(pg. 3-4) . »
2. Minutes, July 18, 2006, Item No. 11. (pg. 5)
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CITY OF CARSON
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL COMMERCIAL AND PUBLIC SIGNAGE
SUB-COMMITTEE

CARSON CITY HALL
EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE ROOM - SECOND FLOOR
701 East Carson Street
CARSON, CALIFORNIA 90745

APRIL 7, 2011
2:30 P.M.
AGENDA POSTED: MARCH 30, 2011
“In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability
related modification or accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including
auxiliary aids or services, please call the City Clerk’s office at 310-952-1720 at least 48

hours prior to the meeting.” (Government Code Section 54954.2)

CALL TO ORDER: 2:41 p.m.

ROLL CALL: All present

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ITEM NO. (1) BANNER PROPOSAL
RECOMMENDATION for the Sub Committee:
1. ALLOW the report and DISCUSS.

ACTION: Staff John Signo reported that at last month’s Planning Commission Meeting a request
was made for an ordinance to be prepared changing the banner display period from a maximum of 60 days to
90 days, and acknowledged the possibility of a future discussion to extend the period longer. Mayor Dear
asked what would need to be done if a longer period of time was necessary. Staff Sheri Repp stated the
ordinance would need to be amended and referred to the City Council.

David Dupetit, owner of SW Suits located at 20775 Avalon Boulevard, stated he has been dealing with
signage issues with the city for four or five years. His building faces the 405 freeway and the banner works
because it can be seen from the freeway and is an effective and inexpensive way to advertise. He would like
to see the signage law change for the buildings that face the freeway to give every store the same opportunity
as the car lots and Ikea who are allowed to have large freeway facing signs.

EXHIBIT NO. 0 1



Ron Ursich, owner of Carson True Value Hardware located at 20840 Leapwood Avenue, stated small
businesses need to be able to compete with big businesses. Signage viewed from the freeway and street is
important. He would like the city to work with him and hopes there are programs available to assist smaller
businesses.

Mayor Dear expressed the need for an allowance of certain signs or a moratorium in the enforcement of the
period of time banners can be up; however, his hesitation on the moratorium is that it opens the door for all
types of banners city-wide. The Mayor opened the discussion to staff to talk about a compromise. Mayor Pro
Tem Ruiz-Raber stated she understood Mr. Dupetit’s concern and asked him if he could make a wood frame
for the banner to make it look more permanent and attractive. Mr. Dupetit said he could. Staff Sheri Repp
expressed concern that amending an ordinance just for one particular business created a standard for all
businesses and might cause problems for the city. She recommended that the best solution would be to
discuss going from 60 days to 90 days so that businesses would have a longer time period for banner display.
There would need to be a discussion for a more permanent solution for anything longer than that. Mayor
Dear requested Mr. Dupetit to arrange for him a meeting with his new landlord to discuss a more permanent
solution. In addition, Mayor Dear wanted to discuss extending Mr. Dupetit’s banner time period past 90 days
with the Interim City Manager and City Attorney.

Mayor Dear discussed with Mr. Ursich that his sail banners are prohibited and suggested a monument sign as
an alternative. Mr. Ursich asked if there was a city program to help offset the expense of a costly monument
sign. Staff Sheri Repp will follow up to see if there are any loan programs or grant money funds available.

Mayor Dear motioned that a recommendation be made to the City Council and Planning Commission for an
ordinance allowing banners to be up for 120 days, instead of 90 days. Mayor Pro Tem Julie Ruiz-Raber
seconded it and the motion passed. In addition, Mayor Dear motioned that there be a Council item for a 30-
day moratorium to stop the enforcement process on all legally permitted banners and temporary signs. Mayor
Pro Tem Ruiz-Raber seconded it and the motion passed. Staff Sheri Repp recommended that she and General
Manager Ray Cruz speak later regarding the topic so that a moratorium does not have to be enacted due to
this being just for one particular business and not a city-wide issue. She advised they discuss extending the
period of time for businesses to come into compliance rather than a moratorium. Mayor Dear agreed and
motioned to rescind the previous motions. Mayor Pro Tem Ruiz-Raber seconded and the motion passed.
General Manager Ray Cruz, Staff Sheri Repp, and the interim city manager will meet and report back at the
next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT 4:00 p.m.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS None.

City Council Commercial and Public Signage Sub-Committee
Disposition
April 7, 2011
PAGE 2




Unofficial Until Approved by
City Council

ITEM NO. (11) AGENDA AND DISPOSITION PROCEDURE FOR CITY COUNCIL
COMMITTEES (CITY MANAGER)

City Manager Groomes summarized the staff report and recommendation.

A discussion ensued regarding how one would be able to differentiate the agenda face from the
disposition sheet.

Whereupon, City Manager Groomes stated that the staff would add a heading entitled, “Disposition,”
to the disposition sheet.

RECOMMENDATION for the City Council:
1. RECEIVE and FILE this report.

ACTION: Mayor Dear ordered to receive and file the report, with no objections heard.
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Carson City Council
July 18, 2006
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