AGENDA
CITY OF CARSON
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
701 East Carson Street, Carson, CA 90745
EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE ROOM, 2™ FLOOR
Wednesday, September 3, 2014
6:30 p.m.

10.

11.

12.

. CALL TO ORBER:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL:

AGENDA POSTING CERTIFICATION:

AGENDA APPROVAL:
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:
MINUTES APPROVAL:

a. July 2, 2014
b. August 6, 2014

Environmental Commissicners:
Burr, Hellerud, Hopson, Jimenez, Love,
Mack, Muckey, Perry, Taylor

in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require
a disability related modification or
accommodation to attend or
participate in this meeting, including
auxiliary aids or services, please call
the City Clerk's office at 310-952-1720
at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
(Government Code Section 54954.2)

For items NOT on the agenda.
Speakers are limited to three minutes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
a. N/A

NEW BUSINESS

a. California Cap and Trade Expenditure Plan

b. Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications Systems Land Mobile Radio

System Initial Study

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
a. N/A

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
a. Audience

b. Commissioners

c. Staff

i. Qil Code Update Community Workshop

ADJOURNMENT

Upcoming Meetings: October 1, November 5, December 3




MINUTES
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
July 2, 2014

6:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER: 6:41 pm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairperson Love

ROLL CALL: Planner Saied Naaseh called the roll as follows:
Fresent: Commissioners: Burr, Hellerud, Hopson,
Jimenez, Love, Mack, Muckey, Perry,
Tayior,
Absent N/A
Staff Present: Planner Saied Naaseh

SECRETARY'S REPORT

N/A

AGENDA APPROVAL

Approved 7-0

MINUTES APPROVAL

a. June 4, 2014, Approved 8-0.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. N/A

NEW BUSINESS

a. Examples of Other General Plans, Staff provided a brief overview and stated that
Commission should think about the future policies that the Commission would like the
City Council to consider improving the environment and health of Carson residents.

b. List of Specific Recommendations to City Council, Commission agreed to compile
a list of environmentally friendly policies that the Commission would like the Council to
consider.

¢. Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan Initial Study, the Commission
stated that they would like to review the DEIR when it is available.



WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

a. Kinder Morgan Good Neighbor Agreement in reference to Kinder Morgan,
Asthma Allergy Foundation, “Asthma Bus” for LA Unified School District. Staff
provided the requested information to the Commission.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

&, Audience,
i. Mike Terry, Verengo Solar, provided a presentation regarding the benefits of
solar energy.
o, Commissioners,

L During & discussion of public outreach, Commission expressed an interest on
exploring online surveys, e-blasts, and other means of outreach for the
population that is not computer savvy.

i, Discussed future policy regarding cutreach.

it. Policy regarding improving air quality.
tv. Placing transit map on the Environmental Commission webpage.

c. Staff
I. Sheil CRP Tour, Commission expressed an interest on taking the tour as a
group.

AJOURNMENT

AL7:58 pm, the meeting was adjourned to August 8, 2014, 6:30 pm.

CHAIRPERSON LLOVE

ATTEST:

SAIED NAASEH, ASSOCIATE PLANNER



MINUTES
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
August 6, 2014

6:30 PM
CALL TO ORDER: 8:50 pm
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairperson Love
ROLL CALL: Planner Saied Naaseh called the roll as follows:
Present: Commissioners: Hellerud, Hopson,
Jimenez, Mack, Muckey, Perry, Taylor.
Absent: Burr (EA), Love (EA)

Staff Present: Planner Saied Naaseh

SECRETARY'S REPORT

N/A

AGENDA APPROVAL

Approved 6-0

MINUTES APPROVAL

a. July 2, 2014, Approved delayed to September 3, 2014,

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

a. N/A

NEW BUSINESS

a. Examples of Other General Plans, Sarah Oliveira provided an overview of the
General Plans she has reviewed and recommended some goal s and policies for
Commission's future consideration.

©. Southern California Edison Residential Energy Audits, Staff provided and overview.
Commissioner Taylor shared with the Commission that he has filled out the survey and
has received the results of the audit from SCE.

¢. Commenis on the Los Angeles County General Plan Draft Environmental Impact
Report, Staff discussed the concerns regarding potential impacits to the City services
and the need for providing a program for multi-modal transportation options in TOD
areas.



WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS

a. N/A

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

. Audisnce,

Peter Rashkin, Expressed concerns regarding frequency of street sweeping

and park maintenance. Staff will provide the contact information for staff

responsible for Maintenance.

b. Commissioners,

i
ih.
i

v,
V.

C. Staff

iif.

AJOURNMENT

Discugsed whether bikes are aliowed to ride on the street.

Discussed Famers market location and difficulty to find parking.

Discussed community garden and teaming up with the Beautification
Comrmitiee.

Discussed September 4™ presentation to the Carson Community Club.
Discussed reviewing comments from the Survey at the next meeting.

Reminded the Commission of the upcoming Shell tour.

Reminded the Commission regarding the Oil Code Update Community
Workshop on August 21

Discussed posting the website and Facebook as means of community outreach

At 8:08 pm, the meeting was adjourned to September 3, 2014, 6:30 pm.

ATTEST:

CHAIRPERSON LOVE

SAIED NAASEH, ASSOCIATE PLANNER



CITY OF CARSON

STAFF COMMUNICATION TO
THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

NEW BUSINESS September 3, 2014

SUBJECT: California Cap and Trade Expenditure Plan

REQUEST: Review, discuss, provide feedback on California’s Cap and Trade

Expenditure Plan, and initiate strategies to benefit the City of Carson

i,

Introduction
The Cap and Trade Program (Program) was established as a result of
California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 or AB 32 fo reduce
greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). The Program sets a statewide limit
on the GHG sources responsible for 85 percent of the California GHG
emissions. It is anticipated that the Program will be responsible for
approximately 30 percent of the required GHG reductions.

The Program, through an auction mechanism, establishes financial
incentives for industries subject to the statewide cap to make long-term
investments o reduce GHG. @ The 2014-15 California State Budget
provides a brief summary of the Program and allocations of the $832
million that are generated by the Program, refer to Exhibit 1,

Background

The Program has ideniified the following businesses in Carson that are
subject to cap and trade:

BP West Coast Products, Carson Refinery

Air Products Carson Hydrogen Plant _

Phillips 66 Company - Los Angeles Refinery - Carson Plant
Rhodia - Dominguez

Carson Cogeneration Co

Tesoro Refining & Marketing Company LLC - SRP

LACSD - Joint Water Pollution Control Plant

® 4 8 @ e § @

Analysis

SB 535 requires the State to invest a minimum of 10 percent or $83.2
million of the auction proceeds within the most disadvantaged
communities and at least 25 percent or $20.8 million of the proceeds be
invested to benefit these communities.

ITEM NO. 8a



Disadvantaged communities will be determined by Cal EPA using the
CalEnvireScreen tool. CalEnviroScreen tool shows all 18 Carson census
fracts above the &0 percentile. Three census fracis have the highest
ratings in the 96-100 percentiles, refer to Exhibits 2 and 3. The following
table summarizes the Carsor’s scores and compares them to the
approximately 8,000 census tracis in the siate:

# of Carson | # of State
Census Tracts Census Tracts

96-100 3 400

91-85 1 400

86-90 4 400

81-85 3 40}

76-80 2 400

71-75 1 400

66-70 2 400

&81-65 2 400

56-60 o 400

51-55 1 400

0-50 O 4,000

Total 19 8,000

CalEnviroScreen scores are calculated by the formula as described in
Exhibit 4. City of Carson seems to be in a very good position to apply for
portions of the $832 million allocated in the 2014-15 State budget for the
Frogram. These funds can be used for projects in Carson to reduce
GHGs. Three project categories have been identified by the Program:

® Sustainable communities and clean transportation
® Energy Efficiency and Clean Energy
® Natural resources and waste diversion

Currently, no other details are available on how cities can apply for these
funds. As information becomes available, staff will provide updates to the
Commission. Meanwhile, Commission and staff need fo think about
projects that could assist the City to reduce GHGs. In addition, the City
needs to be mindful of funds allocated for projects that could fit into the
three categories identified above since these projects could be paid for by
the funds City could potentially receive through the Program,

Recommendation

Review, discuss, provide feedback on California’s Cap and Trade Expenditure
Plan, and initiate strategies to benefit the City of Carson.

ITEM NOC. 9a




Exhibits
1. 2014-15 California State Budget
2. CalEnviroSeresn Scores for Carson Census Tracls

3. Carson Census Tracts and CaiEnv'mScreeﬁ Score Percentiles

4. CalEnviroScreen SCormg Tabie f

-

J

Prepared by:

aied Maaseh, Asssa}@%a%e Plannar

ITEM NO. Ba



CAP AND TRADE EXPENDITURE PLAN

RADE EXPENDITURE PLAN

e California Global Warming Sciutions Act of 2008 {AB 32} established California
as a global leader in reducing greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). To meet the
goals of AB 32, the state has adopted a three-pronged approach to reducing emissions,
including adopting standards and regulations, providing emission reduction incentives
via grant programs, and establishing a market-based compliance mechanism known as
Cap and Trade. The Cap and Trade program sets a statewide limit on the GHG sources
responsible for 85 percent of California GHG emissions. Through an auction mechanism,
it establishes a financial incentive for industries subject {o the statewide cap to make
long-term investments in cleaner fuels, more efficient energy use, and transformational
technological and scientific inncvations. The Cap and Trade program provides GHG
amitters the flexibiiity to implement the most efficient options o reduce GHG emissions,
Based on the first update 1o the Climate Change Scoping Plan, the Cap and Trade
program will be responsibie for approximately 30 percent of the required GHG emission
reductions to meet the AB 32 goal of reducing GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020,

Chapter 830, Statutes of 2012 (8B 535), requires that the state invest at least 10 percent
of the auction proceeds within the most disadvantaged communities and at feast

25 percant of the proceeds be invested to benefit these communitias, The California
Environmental Protection Agency, directed by 5B 535, will determineg the list of
disadvantaged communities using CalbnviroScreen, a tool developed by the Office of
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, in collaboration with stakeholders and an
advisory group.

CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET ~ 2014-15 4



CAP AND TRADE EXPENDITURE PLAN

42,

The Budget provides $832 miliion of Cap and Trade proceeds to support axisting and pilot
programs that will reduce GHG emissions and meet SB 536 goals (see Figure CAP-01).
This expenditure plan will reduce emissions by modernizing the state’s rail system
including high-speed rail and public transit, encouraging local communities 1o deveiop in

‘a sustainable manner with an emphasis on public transportation and affordable housing,

increasing energy, water, and agricultural efficlency, restoring forests in both urban and
rural settings, and creating incentives for additional recyciing, The Budget permanently
allocates 80 parcent of futlre auction proceeds to public transit, affordable housing,
sustainable communities, and high-speed rail. The remaining proceeds will be allocated in
future budgets.

Figure CAP-01

Cap and Trade Expenditure Plan
(Doliars in Millions)

Investment Category  Depariment Program 2014-15 Ongoing

High-Speed Rail Authority  High-Speed Rail Project $250 25 percent

. . Low Carbon Transit
State Transit Assistance Operations Program $25

Transit and Intercity Rail

Sustainable Caltrans Capital Program 25 35 percent
Communitios and .

Clean Transportation Aftordable Housing and

Strategic Growth Council  Sustainable Communities $130
Program
Alr Resources Board Low Carbon Transportation 5200 Ann?a?
Agpropriations

Department of Community Energy Efficiency 575
Services and Development Upgrades/Weatherization

Energy Efficiency and Annual

Energy Efficiency for Public

Clean Energy* Energy Commission $20 Appropriations

Buildings
Deg?artmen[ of Food and Agricul;urai Energy and 45
Agriculture Operational Efficiency
Depanment of Fish and Weilandz_s and Watershed $25
Wiidlife Restoration
Natura! ReSfJurcgs Department of Forestry Fire Prevention and Urban Anm'Jai.
and Waste Diversion and Fire Protection Forestry Projects $42 Appropriations

Cail Recycle Waste Diversion $25

Total $832

* Emergency drought legisiation enacted in February 2014 included $40 million of Cap and Trade funds for water use efficiency projecls,

CALIFORNIA $TATE BUDGET - 2014-15



CAP AND TRADE EXPENDITURE PLAN

specifically, the Cap and Trade Expenditure Plan invests in the following programs:

SUsTAINABLE COMMUNITIES AND ULEAN TRANSPORTATION

L]

High-Speed Rail—3$250 million for the High-Speed Rall Authority for construction
of the initial construction segment in the Central Valley end further environmental
and design work on the statewide system. The Budget alsc provides an cngoing
commitment of 25 percent of future Cap and Trade proceeds 1o the high-speed rail
project and specifies that $400 million rernaining from a prior General Fund loan
also be available for the project. This long-term funding commitment allows for the
advancement of the project on multiple segments concurrently, which vields cost
savings and creates an cpportunity for earlier potential private sector investment.
These investments in the high-speed rail system will alleviate pressure on
California’s current transportation network and will provide both environmental and
asconomic benefits,

Low Carbon Transit Operations Program-—3$28 million for focal transit agencies
to support new or expanded bus and rail services, with an emphasis on
disadvantaged communities. Expenditures are required to result in an increase in
transit ridership and a dacrease in GHG emissicns. The Budget aiso provides an
ongoing commitment of & percent of future auction proceeds for this purpose.

Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program—3$25 million for Caitrans to adminisier a
competitive grant program for rail and bus transit ogerators for capital improvements
10 integrate state and local rait and other transit systems, including those located in
disadvantaged communities, and those that provide connectivity to the high-speed
rail system. The Transportation Agency will prepare a list of projects recommended
for funding, to be submitted to the California Transportation Commission for
programming and allocation. The Budget also provides an ongoing commitment of
10 percent of Tuture auction proceeds for this purpese.

Affordabie Housing and Sustainable Communiiies Prograrn—3$130 million to support
the impiementation of sustainable communities strategies required by Chapter 728,
Statutes of 2008 (SB 375}, and to provide similar support 1o othar areas with

GHG reduction policies, but not subject to 5B 375 requirements. The Strategic
Growth Counclt will coordinate this program. Projects that benefit disadvantaged
communities will be given prienty. Also, projects will reduce GHG emissions

by increasing transit ridership, active trensportation (walking/biking), affordable
housing near transit stations, praservation of agricultural land, and local planning

that promotes infill development and reduces the number of vehicle miles traveled.

CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET - 20614-15

43



CAPAND TRADE EXPENDITURE Pran

The Budget alsc provides an ongoing commitrnent of 20 percent'of future auction
proceeds for this program and requires that at least haif of the expenditures be
aliocated for affordable housing projects.

Low Carbon Transportation—$200 miliion for the Alr Resources Board o accelerate
the transition to low carbon freight and passenger transportation, with a priority for
disadvantaged communities. This investment will also suppoert the Administration's
goal to deploy 1.5 mitlion zero-emission vehicles in California by 2025, The Board
administers existing programs that provide rebates for zerc-emission cars and
vouchers for hybrid and zero-emission trucks and buses, These expenditures will
respond 1o increasing demand for these incentives, as well as provide incentives for
the pre-commercial demonstration of advanced freight technology to move cargo in
Califorpia, which will benefit cornmunities near freight hubs.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY aND CLEAN ENERGY

&

44

Weatherization Upgrades/Renewable Energy—$75 million for the Department

of Community Services and Davelopment to assist in the installation of energy
efficiency and renawable energy projects in low-income housing units within
disadvantaged communities. Weathenzation measures typically include
waeatherstripping, insulation, caulking, water heater blankets, fixing or replacing
windows, refrigarator replacement, electric water heater repairfreplacemant,

and heating and cooling system repair/replacerment. Renewable energy measures
include installation of solar water heater systems and photoveliaic systems,

This program will serve a mix of single and multifamily housing units.

Energy Efficiency in Public Buildings—$20 million for the Energy Resources
Conservation and Development Commission to finance energy efficiency and
@nargy generation projects in public buildings, including the University of California,
the California State University, and courts. Energy savings projects will inciude
ighting systems, energy management systems and equipment controls, building
insulation and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning equipment.

Agricultural Energy and Operational Efficiency-—$15 million for the Departmaent

of Food and Agriculture to support projects that reduce GHG emissions from the
agricuiture sector by capturing greenhouse gases, harnessing greenhouse gases as
a renewable bicenergy source, improving agricultural practices and promaoting low
carbon fuels, agricultural energy, and operational efficiency.

CanisOrNIA STATE BUDGET - 2014-15



CaP aND TrRADE FEXPENDITURE PLaN

Marurar RESOURCES AND Waste DiveEgsion

«  Wetlangs and Coastal Watersheds-—$25 millien for the Department of Fish and
Wildlife tc implement projects that provide carbon sequestration benefits, including
restoration of wetlands {including those in the Delta}, coastal watersheds and
mountain meadows. In addition to furthering the goals of AR 232, these types of
projects are alse identified in the Water Action Plan and are integral to developing a
more sustainable water management system statewids,

= Fire Prevention and Urban Forests 842 million for the Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection to suppoert urban forests in disadvantaged communities and forest
health restoration and reforestation projects that reduce wildfire risk and increase
carbon sequestration. These expenditures will enhance forest health and reduce fus!
loads in ight of climate change increasing wildiire intensity and damage.

o \Waste Diversion—$25 milion for the Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery to provide financial incentives for capital investments that expand
waste management infrastructure, with a pricrity in disadvantaged communities.
investment in new cr expanded clean composting and anaerobic digestion
facilities is necessary 1o divert more materials from fandfills, a significant source of
methane emissions, These programs reduce GHG emissions and support the stata’s
75-percent solid waste recycling goal.

CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET ~ 2014-15 45
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Angeles and Oakland in August and September. An opportunity will also be provided for the
submission of written comments and for proposals on other approaches not considered below,

Based on the information discussed here, plus the comments received at the workshops and in
writing In the next several weeks, it is anticipated that CalEPA will identify disadvantaged
communities for purposes of implementing SB 535 by the end of September 2014

CALENVIRUSCREEN

CalEnviroScreen was developed by OEHHA at the request of CalEPA to identify California’s
most poliviion-burdened and vulnerable communities. The most recent version,
CalbnviroScreen 2.0, adopted in August 2014, uses a quantitative method 1o evaluate multiple
poliution sources and stiessors, and vulnerability 1o poliution, in California's approximately 8000
census tracts. Using data from federal and state sources, the toolis made up of four
compoenents in twe broad groups. Exposure and Environmental Effects components comprise a
Pollution: Burden group, and the Sensitive Populations and Sociceconomic Factors components
comprise a Population Characteristics group. The four components are made up of
environmental, health, and sociceconomic data frem 19 indicators (see Figure 1). The
CalEnviroScreen score is calculated by combining the individual indicator scores within each of
the two groups, then multiplying the Pollution Burden and FPopulation Characteristics scores to
preduce a final score. Based on these scores the census tracts across California are ranked
relative fo one another. Far more information on CalEnvireScreen scores, see the
CalEnviroScreen 2.0 report.”

Figure 1. CalEnviroScreen 2.0 indicator and Component Scoring

Orone Concentrations
PEAZ.E Concentrations

: - {fi‘séiﬁréﬁ.aﬁd Eéde&riy

153

“ o [ Crrtissinns R . .

v g E}az‘zqu’E@M Ernissions £ § % Low Birth-Weight

2 o= Drinking Water Guality B o e S

5 8 . g & 8 Births © .o
&g Pesticide Use § B T Asthma Emergency
“E Toxic Releases from “LgE 'Eﬁépamﬁﬁhta?%ﬁsﬁé

Facitities B S I

= CalEnviroScreen
Score

* California Communities Environmentat Health Screening Tool, Version 2 (CalEnviroScreen 2.0). Guidance and
Screening Tool. Gffice of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment and the California Environmental Protection
Agency, Sacramento, CA hitp://www oehha.ca.gov/ei/ces? html. Available in English and Spanish.
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CiTY OF CARSON

STAFF COMMUNICATION TO
THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

NEW BUSINESS September 3, 2014

SUBJECT: Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications Systems Land

Mobile Radio System Initia! Study

REQUEST: Review, discuss, provide feedback on lLos Angeles Regional

Interoperable Communications Systems Land Mobile Radio System
Initial Study

Infroduction

Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications Systems (LA-RICS)
is proposing a Countywide Land Mobile Radio (LMR) System. The project
is proposing to install approximately 90 LMRs throughout the County. The
LMR sites provide voice communications coverage for the entire County
for emergency responders such as police, fire, and hospitals.

Background

The City Is in receipt of the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental
Impact Report. The comments on the attached initial study are due by
September 19, 2014. Staff has reviewed the proposed project and has
determined that the major impact from the project would be from
aesthetics. The initial study indicates that the proposed LMRs will either
be lattice towers or monopoles up to 180 feet tall, refer to Exhibit 1,
Figures 2 and 3. The initial study also indicates that the Carson site may
be at the Sheriff's Station which already has a communication facility is
approximately 60" high. Staff is assuming that the current facility will be
removed and replaced with a new one.

Staff is concerned that the proposed facility is out of character for the
area. If the current location is used, the proposed facility should be
designed as a stealth facility. Another solution would be to install the new
facility on an existing lattice tower or in an industrial area that aesthetics
are not as critical as the currently proposed location. In addition, the DEIR
should include more specific information regarding the height, design, and
location of the proposed facilities in and around City of Carson.

Recommendation

Review, discuss, and provide feedback on Los Angeles Regional
interoperable Communications Systems Land Mobile Radio System Initial
Study

ITEM NO. 86



iV.  Exhibits

1. Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications Systems Land
Mobile Radic System initial Study

%
1

Prepared by:

Saied Naaseh, Associate Planner-..

ITEM NO. 8b



Notice of Preparation

Los Angeles Regional Interoperable

Executive Director - .
Communicaiions System

Community Development

City of Carson Joint Powers Authority
701 B Carson St 2525 Corporate Place, Suite 200
Carson, CA 90745-2257 Monterey Park, California 91754

CC: Ms. Jackie Acosta
Acting City Manager

Subject: Notice of Prepuaration of a Draft Eavironmental Impact Report

Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications System (LA-RICS) Joint Powers Authority (JPA)
will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Land
Mobile Radio system. We need to know the views of your agency as to the scope and content of the
environmental information which is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in connection
with the proposed project. Your agency will need 1o use the EIR prepared by our agency when
considering your permit or other approvals for the project.

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects arc addressed in the initial
Study, which is atiached.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date but
not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice,

Please send your response to Nancy Yang, project engineer, 2525 Corporate Place, Suite 200, Monterey
Park, California 91754 or e-imail naney,vang@la-rics.org, We will need the name for a contact person in
YOUr agency.

Neotice of Public Meetings: The LA-RICS JPA has scheduled five public environmental scoping
meetings to provide additional opportunity to input. The public meetings are scheduled as follows and
will be held at the following locations from 6:30 p.m. 10 8:30 p.m.:

Thursday, September 11, 2014 Taesday, September 16, 2014

South Coast AQMD Building, Room GB Bl Camino Real Charter High School, Anditorium
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765 5440 Valley Circle Blvd,, Woodland Hills, CA 913687
Monday, Seplember 15, 2014 Wednesday, September 17, 2814

Stanley Kleiner Activity Building Peck Park Community Center, Auditorium

43011 10" St, West 560 North Western Ave., San Pedro, CA 90732

Laneaster, CA 93534
Thursday, September 18, 2014
City of Lynwood Bateman Hall, Room 2
11331 Brnestine Ave., Lynwood, CA 90262

Date: Aungust 1 201
Sionatures .7 P
T sile, Executive Dir

Teleplivne: (323)881- 8‘5‘%

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections |5082{a3, 15103, 13375,



INITIAL STUDY FOR THE
LOS ANGELES REGIONAL INTEROPERABLE
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM {LA-RICS)
LAND MOBILE RADIO {LMR) SYSTEM

Prepared for:

LA-RICS loint Powers Authority
2525 Corporate Place, Suite 200
Monterey Park, CA 91754

Prepared by:

Jacobs Engineering
3257 E Guasti Road, Suite 120
Ontario, CAS1761

AUGLST 2014
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i ENVIRCNMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1. Project title: Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Cormmunications System {LA-RICS) Land Mobile Radio (LMR)
System

2. Lead agency name and address:

Los Angeles Regional interoperable Communications System loint Powers Authority
2525 Corporvate Place, Suite 200
Monterey Park, CA 91754

3. Contact person and phone number: Mancy Yang (323) 881-8045

4. Project lpcation: multiple sites throughout Los Angeles County {County) and in adjacent areas of Orange and
San Bernardino counties

5. Project sponsor's name and address:

Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications System Joint Powers Authority
2525 Corporate Place, Suite 200
Monterey Park, CA 91754

6. General plan designation: varies by site
7. Zoning: varies by site

8. Description of project:

The Project is to install and operate up to 80 LMR facilities at sites iocated primarily in Los Angeles County

(Figure 1}. The LIMR sites would contain the infrastructure and equipment necessary to provide voice
communications coverage thioughout the County for emergency responders. Currently, 120 sites are being
considered for the LMR project. Thelr locations are shown on Figure 1, and Table A-1 in Appendix A-1 provides a
tist of the sites and their addresses. Of these 120 sites, 88 are included in the current proposed system design. The
remaining 32 sites are intended to provide alternate site locations if any of the initial 88 sites are determined to be
not viable during the site evaluation, system engineering, and permitting processes or in lease agreement
discussions with the property cwner and need to be removed from consideration. These alternate sites are
included in the project description so that the potential environmental impacts of alf sites that could potentially be
part of the system are analyzed. A maximum of only agproximately 80 to 90 sites would be built, however. These
locations are widely dispersed across the County in both urban {intensively developed) and rural {less developed)
settings. The settings range from coastal locations to downtown Los Angeles to remote mountain peaks
throughout the County and to the northern high desert of the County.

In Aprii 2005, the Regional Interoperable Steering Committee was formed to explore the development of a single,
shared communications system for all public safety agencies in the greater Los Angeles region. Initial feasibility
studies indicated that by leveraging the various agency efforts, a shared regional communications system would
not anly be possible but would also best meet the needs of the entire regional public safety community and the
general public. As a resuli, the County of Los Angeles, 82 municipalities, and 3 other public sector entities in the
region drafted a foint Powers Agreement that established the Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications
System {LA-RICS} Joint Powers Authority (Authority) to create a regional area-wide interoperable public safety
communications network. Community anchor institutions associated with the project include police, sheriff, and
fire departments, as well as hospitals.

Inftial Study for LA-RICS LMR System 1
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The propased LMR project would be a modern, integrated wireless voice and narrowband data communications
system designed and built to serve law enforcernent, fire service, health service, and public works professionals
throughout Los Angeles County. The new system would provide day-to-day communications within and among
agencies and allow seamiess interagency communications when responding to routine, emergency, and
catastrophic events. The system would be comprised of four different subsystems:

1. Digital Trunked Voice Radio System — provides first responders radio communications utilizing digitai
technology. it seamlessly operates on two bands of spectrum {700 megahertz [MHz] and ultra high
frequency [UHF})

2. Analog Conventional Voice Radio System — provides first responders radio communications utilizing
conventional analog technology

3. Los Angeles Regional Tactical Comimunications System — consists of local, state, and federal
intercperability channels in four different bands of spectrum in erder to allow outside agencies
responding to events in the County to have designated channels for communications

4. Narrowband Mobile Data Network — a data system that provides critical dispatch communications
Purpose of the Project

Effective radio communication is critical in helping police officers prevent and respond to crime situations, keeping
firefighters safe as they fight biazes, facilitating life-saving exchanges of information between emergency medical
service professionals and hospitals, and allowing public works and utilities the opportunity to coordinate responses
to disasters and special events. LMR would support a rapid, safe, and effective public safety response during daily
operations. Additionally, it would support a faster, better-cocordinated, large-scale response to emergencies such
as wildfires, earthquakes, civil disturbance, or other disasters. it would replace the existing aging patchwork of
LMR systems with a single county-wide network and would improve overall system capacity and coverage for first
and second responders region-wide. Specifically, LMR would provide day-to-day voice and narrowband data radio
communications for public safety agencies in the Los Angeles region, enable interoperability among member
agencies and mutual aid providers, and support communication with regional, state, and federal agencies in the
event of a natural or man-made disaster.

The Los Angeles regicn is designated as a high-threat area by the Department of Homeland Security {DHS). The
new LMR systemn would allow the region io respond effectively, if an incident were to occur, by providing an
efficient and coordinated response to emergencies that presently is not possible in the Los Angeles metropolitan
region,

Each of the sites identified for potential use in the LMR project would improve emergency communications within
Los Angeles County. The new infrastructure would add capacity, replace existing aging infrastructure with
infrastructure that meets current building codes and telecommunications industry standards that better support
modern technology and provide for more technologically advanced equipment. The towers would follow general
engineering practices for vertical and horizontal separation of equipment to lessen the amount of interference that
can result from multiple systems on the same tower through greater separation of different radioc frequencies.
bifferent spectrum bands perform differently depending on their interaction with other bands. This enhanced
separation of equipment would also allow for greater frequency flexibitity and would increase overall system
coverage and capacity.

Need for the Project

The greater Los Angeles region experiences many man-made and natural incidents that reguire a rapid,
coordinated response among the region’s first and secondary respenders, Public safety services in the Los Angeles
County region are provided by more than 80 public safety agencies represented hy approximately 34,000 first
responders and 17,000 secondary responders serving more than 10 million residents, tourists, and commuters in

Initial Study for LA-RICS LMR System 4



s
MR

R

s

LA-RICS

the region. Many of these agencies use systems that have exceeded their natural useful life {i.e., equipment and
programming are no longer supported by vendors). Due to the numerous systems in use and the number of
agencies, interagency communication is challenging.

Most of the region’s public safety telecommunications infrastructure {shelters and towers) do not meet the
technical or operational needs of the agencies that utilize them. Many of the aging communications system sites
were built o older and now obsolete industry standards and building codes. Structures at these sites no longer
meet the more stringent performance and survivability requirements in current industry standards and codes. This
causes performance issues that hamper today’s public safety and emergency response operations. Besides the
overall age of many structures, most do not possess space (whether inside a shelter or on a tower} to add
equipment, and in many cases the towers cannot be cost-effectively retrofitted 1o support additional antennas
because they lack structural capacity and/or retrofitting would impact existing operations. Some towers da not
have sufficient space to maintain adequate separation between existing and new antennas to minimize physical
and electromagnetic interference. Most of the current infrastructure has not undergone a significant rebuiid in
several decades.

Additionally, the communication systems deployed by agencies in Los Angeles County do not provide the
necessary coverage that alt users need. This is particularly the case for the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department and the Los Angeles County Fire Department. These agencies cover large tracts of the county, and
their current radic systems are inadequate and/or antiquated. Often, separate but simultaneous incidents require
coordinated emergency responses so that adequate and appropriate personnel are dispatched to each incident.
The lack of complete coverage secmetimes resulis in the departments not being able to dispatch the nearest team
{o the incident because of communication problems.

Without adeguate capacity on the radio system, even on a daily basis, first respendars often struggle 1o acquire
the necessary resources to communicate. The issue is exacerbated on large incidents where a shortage of radio
resources greatly impacts operations due to the need for multiple command, tactical, and mutual aid channels. For
example, first responders may not be able to reguest additional resources to assist them in life-threatening
situations, hear evacuation orders, or hear broadcasted warning messages from dispatchers. Without adequate
capacity to dedicate individual radio channels to individual incidents, the likelihood of interference between units
responding to separate incidents is high.

Proposed Project Description

The proposed LMR sites were selected such that voice coverage could be provided over the Authority’s service
area, which js alt of Los Angeles County {see Figure 1}, with the fewest number of sites possible. Locations were
selected within or adjacent io existing communication facilities to the maximum extent feasible. The sites include a
variely of types (e.g., water tanks, rooftops, police and fire stations, hospitals, remote mountaintops, etc.). Most of
these locations have existing communications equipment but do not necessarily have communication towers.

Fach LMR site would require installation of multiple, new, fiberglass collinear and microwave antennas and
supporting indoor communication equipment and backup batteries. Fiberglass collinear and microwave antennas
generally would be installed on either existing or new lattice towers or monopoles, as depicted on Figure 2 and
Figure 3. The number of antennas installed would vary by site. Because the LMR sites are proposed for a variety of
locations ranging from rooftops and urban police and fire stations to undeveloped or sparsely developed hilltops
and mountain peaks, the facilities proposed at each site vary depending on what infrastructure is currently present
and the topography of the location.

In general, three general infrastructure components are proposed af each LMR site:

e antenna structure which could be a [attice tower, monopole, or building mounts

& gguipment shelter

initial Study for LA-RICS LMR System 5



&  emergency generator

New infrastructure at a site would include either a latiice tower or a monepole, but not both. At a few sites
antennas would he fagade-mounied on existing buildings {e.g., roofiops} rather than on a new or existing tower or
monopole. Additionally, most sites would reqguire construction of a new shelter to house radic communication
equipment, although some sites would utilize an existing equipment room or shelter. Descriptions of existing
structures that would be used vary. General descriptions of the four basic structures that may be newly
constructed for the LMR project are provided below,

Lattice Tower. New, self-supporting lattice towers would be a maximum of 180 feet tall (without appurtenance)
and on a new concrete pad that would be approximately 36 feet by 36 feet [Figure 2); however, at one site which
has an existing 200-foot tower, the new tower may aise be 200 feet tall to accommodate the equipment 1o be
insialled on the new tower. The existing 200-foot tower does not support space for new equipment, and the
spacing of existing equipment is not adequate. Line-of-sight microwave connectivity is also a consideration for the
new tower height.

Monepole. New monopoles would generally be 70 feet tall {without appurtenance), although they could range up
to 180 feet in height (without appurtenance). A typical monepele would be 6.5 feet in diameter, and installation
would require drilling a 36-foot deep caisson. Monopoles would also be free-standing {Figure 3}.

Equipment Shelter. New equipment shelters would be instalied an a new concrete pad ranging in size from
approximately 12 by 16 feet to 24 by 48 feet. Most equipment shelters would be single-story structures, although
some sites may require two stories in order to house a generator.

Emergency Generator. Most LMR locations would require a new back-up generator. Generators would be installed

art concrete pads ranging in size from 6 hy 11 feet to 9 by 13 feet. The generators would include 1,000- to
1,500-gallon internal doubte walled tanks for diesel fuel.

Initial Study for LA-RICS LIMR System 6
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Al of the newly constructed struciure foundations described above would be surrcunded by an underground
pround ring instailed in a trench about 30 inches below grade. Although the facilities required at each LMR site
would vary, most sites can generally be categorized into four general types. These are listed in Table 1.

Table 1 - General LMR Site Types and Featurses

€S

- New Structures New lLattice Tower

New Monopole

New lLattice Tower

New Eguipment

" Requlired with New Shelter with New Shelter Shelter
: X X {generally 180° existing {height
' Lattice Tower ’ A (g y g.{ g
¢ {generally 180" tali}) tall} varies}

- Monopole A * (generally 70 tall} NA NA
- Equipment Sheler X b {existing) b4
' Fmergenc '

8 Y X K X X

Generator

NA - not applicable

Utilities

Electricity is available at all of the proposed LMR sites. Three sites not connected to an electrical utility line are
solar powered. At all non-sclar sites, new electrical lines would be installed in new underground conduit between
the LMR facifity and the nearest existing interconnection point. Underground electrical conduit would also be

instailed between new emergency generators and the equipment shelier. The amount of trenching required to

instail the conduit would vary at each site depending on the distance between the LMR facilities and the nearest

point of interconnection. The maximum fength of total trenching at any site is not expected to excead 1,000 linear

feel.

No other uiility infrastructure would be installed as part of the proposed LMR project. The LMR sites would not

require water or natural gas, and no wastewater would be generated.

Caonstruction

Construction of the LMR sites is expected to begin in Summer 2015 and be completed in Fall 2016. Construction
activity would occur for approximately six weeks at a site. Construction activities could occur at more than one site

at a time,

Table 2 provides a summary of construction disturbance needed to construct a representative of each of the four

general LMR site types.

{nitial Study for LA-RICS LMR System
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Table 2 - Typical Construction Associated with the Four General LMR Site Types

stab foundation

© with (24”%18")

footing

" stab foundation with
 {187x18”) footing

- foundation with
- 18”X18” footings

: Grading 520 CY -10CY C 510y 10-30 CY
- Temporary : 1,000 SF - 1,000 SF ,800 SF 1,000 SF
. Disturbance ' :‘ -
. {staging area) : . :
| tong-term 1,900 SF 2,000 SF 1,600 SF - 600 SF
: Disturbance . . :
*fincludes
~ structure
foundations and
. conduits) ; : :
Foundations Tower (6'x36'x36"} | Monopoie &'-6" ft. . Tower= 6'x36'%36' | Tower = NA
- pad & pier Dia., 36 ft. Deep pad and pier :
. foundation - drilled caisson; foundation
- caisson area 140 sf :
| Shelter= {12’%24"}  Shelter= {12'x16") Shelter = NA . Shelter = 12’524’ stab

Generator = {8'-
6"x11°-0"x9") slab
foundation

. Generator = (8-

6"x13°-6"x9") slab
foundation

Generator = (9~

| 6"X13"-6"X9") slab
: foundation

. Generator = 8"~
P 6"x11'%9” stab
| foundation

Trenching for
electrical and
coaxial cable
conduits

. 18" wide, 50 FT

long trench from

- existing utility pole
- to meter (36"
. below grade

18" wide, 180 FT long
trench from
transformer to meter
(36” below grade)

. 18” wide, 30 FT long |
- trench from

. generator 1o

* shelter. (36" below

trench from

! transformer to

- shelter {36” below
- grade).

18" wide, 12 FT long

187 wide, 10 FT

- long trench from

. generator to

- shelter (24” below

18" wide, 10FT long
trench from
generator to shelter
{36" below grade)

- grade)

. 12" wide, 10 FT long

{24 below grade)

trench from
generatoer to shelter

. prade)

24" wide, 70 FT long
trench for coaxial
from shelter to
monopole {36” below
grade}

Trenching for
. grounding

. 30” below grade

- around perimeter
- of each new
concrete pad

- {approx. 260 LF)

30" below grade
around perimeter of
each new concrete
pad {approx, 145 LF)

© 30" below grade

¢ around perimeter of
. each concrete pad

- {approx. 200 LF)

| 30” below grade

- each new concrete
. pad (approx. 115 LF)

arcund perimeter of

CY — cubic vards
SF —square feet

FT —~ foot/feet
LF —linear feet

NA — not applicable
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Construction activities at each site would result in temporary disturbance of a maximum of approxdmately
5,000 square feet {0.31 acre). A maximum of approximately 2,000 square feet (0.05 acre} of new impermezble
surface would be created at locations that require installation of new concrete pads for a tower, shelter, and
generator.

Typical construction equipment required would incdude four-wheel drive vehicles, antenna and line trucks, water
trucks, excavators, skidsters, cranes, forklifts, dump trucks, and concrete trucks. Almost all LMR facilities would he
constructed within or adjacent to existing telecommunications or other facilities, such as water tanks, or at
developed locations that currently have public radio service such as police and fire stations. At facilities such as
urban police and fire stations, LMR construction may occur within paved or landscaped areas of the facility

properiy.

Each site, with the exceplion of the sites that would be instalied on buildings or some sites instalied at urban police
or fire stations, would be secured within a chain link fence. Where LMR sites would be collocated at existing
telecommunication sites, construction of new facilities would occur within the existing fenced area of the facility to
the maximum extent feasible. At some sites, an existing fenced area may need to be expanded or a new fenced
area may be instalied adjacent to the existing facility to allow construction of the LMR facilities. The total fenced
area of the largest LMR sites would generally be less than 5,000 square feet,

Systermn components would be staged and pre-instalied at manufacturers” facilities and would be shipped and
stored locally with the construction materials at a central location or multiple warehouses. At sites with limited
taydown areas, ali construction material woulid be shipped to each system site for just-in-time field installation
with minimal field staging. if sufficient developed, landscaped, or previously disturbad areas exist on or adjacent to
the LMR site, material could be staged at the site.

Each of the LMR sites would be accessed via existing paved or unpaved roads. No road improvements or new road
construction is anticipated.

Operation

No staff would be required at any of the sites to operate the LMR equipment. The LMR facilities and equipment
would need to be inspected, maintained, and repaired as necessary. Maintenance activities would involve both
routine preventive maintenance and emergency procedure testing, including emergency generator testing, to
maintain service continuity. Facilities and systern components would be inspected annually, at a minimum, for
corrosion, eguipment misalignment, foose fittings, and other commaon mechanical problems. Maintenance
activities may require use of bucket trucks {man-lifts}, standard vans, or utility pickup trucks, depending on the
scope of maintenance. Fuel tanks in the emergency generators would require occasionai refilling. The LMR system
components may need to be repaired or replaced to maintain uniform, adecuate, safe, and reliable service.
Equipment replacement or repair that cannot be diagnosed and performed remotely may require a technician on
site, typically in a standard van or utility pickup truck, Where replacement or repair involves installed antennas, 2
four-person crew with one truck, a boom {aerial [ift) truck, and an assist van sport utifity vehicle (SUV) might be
reguired.

The sites would have security Hghting. Towers would have lighting and markings in compliance with Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) requirements, as applicable based on proposed structure height and location.

As part of site development and maintenance, vegetation on or immediately adjacent to an LMR site would be
removed, as needed, in accordance with plans or procedures applicable to the site {i.e., jurisdictional
requirements; type of infrastructure to be protected; and site factors including vegetation type, slope, and aspect).

9. Surrcunding fand uses and setting: The 120 LMR project sites being considered are located in varying settings
ranging from urban to rural. Adjacent land uses include commercial, industrial, residential, recreational, and
undeveloped areas. Most sites are adjacent to exisiing telecommunication facilities or other utility facilities,

Initiol Study for LA-RICS LMR System 13



Federal Emergency Management Agency
Federal Aviation Administration

Federal Communications Commission

National Park Service

U. S Army Corps of Engineers

th. S, Bureau of Land Management

1.5 Coast Guard

L. S. Forest Service

4. S. Fish and Wiidlife Service

California Coastal Commission

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California State Historic Preservation Officer
Antelope Valley Air Quality Management District
South Coast Alr Quality Management District
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board
Los Angeles County

Orange County

City of Agoura Hills

City of Beverly Hilis

City of Burbank

City of Carson

City of Cerritos

City of Chino Hifls

City of Claremont

City of Compton

City of Ei Monte

City of El Segundo

City of Glendale

City of Glendora

City of Huntington Park

City of inglewood

City of Lancaster

City of Los Angeles

Initiol Study for LA-RICS LMR System
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such as municipat water tanks, or are at police, sheriff, and fire station facilities, hospitals, and county and local
government huildings.

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required {e.p., permilts, financing approval, or participation
agreement.}
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e City of Malibu

e City of Palmdale

¢ Ciyy of Pasadena

»  (ity of Rancho Palos Verdes
e City of Redendo Beach
e City of Rolling Hilis

= City of San Dimas

e City of Santa Monica

e City of Signal Hili

+ ity of West Hollywood
= City of Westlake Village
s City of Whittier

Initialf Study for LA-RICS LMR System 15
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Z ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The envirenmentat factors checked below would be potentiaily affected by this project, involving at least one impact
that is a “Potentially Significant lmpact” as indicated by the checldist on the following pages.

EE Aesthetics D Agriculture and Forestry Resources & Alr Quality
24 Biological Rescurces U< cultural Resources < Geology [Sails
<l Greenhouse Gas Emissions P4 Hazards & Hazardous Materials B Hydrotogy / Water Guality
B4 tand Use/ Planning L] asineral Resources B noise
] Popuiation / Housing L] public Services B4 Recreation

_ - ‘ Mandatory Findings of
14 Transportation/Traffic < utitities / Service Systams 4 Significance

BETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[] ! find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and & NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

[] tfind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will notbe a
significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project
proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATHON will be prepared.

< 1 find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required.

[} 1 find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or "potentialiy significant uniess
mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier
docurnent pursuant te applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on
the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed,

D { find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects {a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier £IR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION
pursuant to applicable standards, and (b} have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed
praoject, nothing further is reguired.

{«: é}j Jéc :{.@’é’éw” N [ -

Signature ; Date
L

Signature ' Date
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adeguately supported by
the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each guestion. A “No Impact”
answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not
apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact”
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards [e.g,,
the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific sereening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including offsite as well as onsite, cumulative as
well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that & particular physical impact may oceur, then the cheeklist
answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or
less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an
effect may be significant. if there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the
determination is made, an EIR is required.

“Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation tncorporated” applies where the incorporation
of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than
Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures and briefly explain how they
reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from “Earlier Analyses,” as described
in {5} below, may be cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program FIR, or other CEQA process, an effect
has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(cH{3)(D). In this case, a
brief discussion should identify the foliowing:

a} Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

h}  Impacts Adeguately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope
of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state
whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis,

¢}  Mitigation Measures, For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier
document and the extent 1o which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference 1o a previously prepared or outside
document should, where appropriate, include a reference {o the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.

Supporting information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental
effects in whatever format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each gquestion; and

b} the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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4.1

Would the project:
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EMVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

AESTHETICS

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant lncorporate Significant  No

Impact tl Impact  Impact
ajHave a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? B B [] ]
h)Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited el P (] ]
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historie buildings within a state
scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the ] L] I ]
site and its surroundings?

d)Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would ] 1 ] ]

adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

DISCUSSION

a)

Some LMR sites would include instaiiation of new lattice towers or new monopoles that may be visible
fromn scenic vistas and could result in significant visual impacts. Potentiaily significant impacts to scenic
vistas will be evaluated in the EIR.

The project area includes Los Angeles County and a small portion of adjacent Orange and San Bernardino
counties {one potential site is in Orange County and two are in San Bernardino County), One designated
state scenic highway traverses this area, State Route 2 in the Angeles National Forest, which is afso a U.S.
Forest Service (USFS) scenic byway. A number of eligible state scenic highways are in this area, and a few
roads in the Santa Monica Mouniains area are Los Angeles County designated scenic highways (Calirans
2014). The proposed LMR towers may be visible from some of these scenic highways. Although none of
the towers would be located where they would be expected to damage resources within a scenic
highway, potentially significant impacts to scenic highways will be evaluated in the EIR,

The project area encompasses the Wilderness areas within Angeles National Forest. Proposed LMR
facilities near the Wilderness areas will be evaluated in the EIR for potential to be seen from Wilderness
areas and the potential for the change to have an impact on the recreational experience because of the
visibility of the facilities. Although all LMR sites are proposed at or adjacent to existing facilities, the
presence of additional towers or monopotes or of new siructures that may be taller or otherwise mare
visible than those currently present and could affect the existing visual character or quality at some
[ocations. Potentiaily significant impacts to visual character and quality will be evaluated in the E[R.

LMR facilities would require security lighting. Some towers may require lighting in accordance with
Federal Aviation Administration requirements, depending on proposed tower height and tocaticns. Glare
from reflective surfaces may result from construction of some of the facilities, Potentially significant
Impacts from light and glare from LMR sites will be evaluated in the EiR.
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AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer io the
Californta Agriculural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model
{1997} prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an
opticnal medel to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and
farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead

agencies may refer to information compiled by the California iess Than
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection reparding the state’s Sienificant
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment with

Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest
carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Alr Resources Board. Would the project:

Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant incorporate Significant Mo
Impact d impact  Impact

a} Convert Prime Farmiand, Unigue Farmland, or Farmiand of 1 L ] 4

k) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Willlamson

Statewide importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
Catifornia Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?

Act contract?

¢} Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land ] ] g [ ]

d} Resuit in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land 1o
nonforest use?

&) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to ] L]
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to
nonagricultural use or conversion of forest land to nonforest use?

{as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timbertand
(as defined by Public Resources Code section 4528), or timberland
zoned Timberland Production {as defined by Governiment Code
section 51104{g})?

DISCUSSION

a)

None of the proposed LMR sites is located on an area mapped as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmiand, or
Farmland of Statewide importance by the Farmiand Mapping and Monitoring Program {FMIVP 2010). No
further analysis is warranted.

None of the LMR sites are currently used for agricultural use or are under a Williamson Act contract, All of
the LMR sites are either within or adiacent to existing telecommunications or other facilities and are not
available for agricultural uses. No further analysis is warranted.

None of the LMR sites are currently used for forestry use. All of the LMR sites, including those proposed
for locations within the Angeles Nationai Forest, are either within or adjacent to existing
tefecommunications or other facilities and are not available for forestry uses. No further analysis is
warranied.

None of the LMR sites are currently forest land. All of the LMR sites, including those proposed for
focations within the Angeles National Forest, are either within or adjacent to existing telecommunications
or other facilities and are not forest land. No further analysis is warranted.
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el The purpose of the project is to enhance communications. The project would not involve any activities
that would convert Farmland or forest fand to other uses. No further analysis is warranted.
4.3 AR QUALITY
Less Than
Where available, the significance criteria established by the Significant
applicable air quality management or air pollution control district with
may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would  Potentially Mitigation Less Than
the project: Significant Incorporate Significant  No
Impact d Impact  Impact
a} Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air i I [] ]
quality plan?
b) Violate any air guality standard or contribute substantially to an Y i [ I
existing or projected air quality violation?
¢) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria < I ] F
peliutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard {including
releasing emissions which exceed guantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?
d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial poitutant concentrations? <] L] [
e} Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of ] ] <] F]
people?
DISCUSSION
a} The majority of project sites wouid be located in the South Coast Air Basin {SCAB), within the South Coast

Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD}. Ten of the potential site locations are in the Mojave Desert
Air Basin {MDAB) within the Antelope Valley Alr Quality Management District (AVAQMD). The SCAB is
designated a nonattainment area for the federal standards for ozone, particulate matter less than 2.5
microns in size {PMas}), and lead (Los Angeles County portion of SCAB only} and, for the State standards,
for pzone, particulate matter less than 10 microns in size [PMig}, and PMas. The Antelope Valley is
designated a nonatiainment area for the federal standard for ozone and for the State standards for ozone
and PMie. {CARB 2014).

Both districts have established standards for air pollutanis generated by construction and by operational
activities. During construction of the project, emissions may be generated by grading activities,
construction workers traveling to and from the project site, delivery and hauling of construction supplies
ang debris, and fuel combustion by onsite construction equipment. Construction air emissions would be
short-term and would be limited only to the time period when construction activity is taking place;
however, an evaluation is needed to determine if air emissions would conflict with air guality plans.
Potentially significant air quality impacts will be evaluated in the EIR.

Both the SCAQMD and the AVAQMD have established standards for air poliutants generated by
construction and by operational activities. During construction of the project, emissions may be generated
by grading activities, construction workers traveling to and from the project site, delivery and hauling of
construction supplies and debris, and fuel combustion by onsite construction equipment. Construction air
emissions would be short-term and would be limited only to the time period when construction activity is
taking place; however, an evaiuation is needed to determine if air emissions would violate or contribute
to existing air guality violations. Potentially significant air guality impacts will be evaluated in the EiR.

SRS e
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¢ Both the SCAGMD and the AVAQMD have established standards for air poltutants generated by
construction and by operational activities. During construction of the project, emissions may be generated
by grading activities, construction workers traveling to and from the project site, delivery and hauling of
construction supplies and debris, and fuel combustion by onsite construction equipment. Construction air
emissions would be short-term and would be limited only to the time period when construction activity is
taking place; however, an evaluation is needed to determine if air emissions would be cumulatively
considerable. Potentially significant air quality impacts will be evaluated in the IR,

d} Air emissions from construction of the LMR sites would be shori-term {e.g., five to six weeks), and
pollutant concentrations would be localized in the vicinity of the individual LMR construction site;
however, some sites would be constructed adjacent to residential areas. Potentially significant impacts
from pollutant concentrations from site construction will be evaluated in the EIR.

e} Exhaust from construction vehicles and eguipment may produce odors. These would be temporary and
focalized and would not affect 2 substantial number of people. Impacts would be less than significant;
hawever, this will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm this expectation.

4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Would the project:

Impact d bmpact  Impact
a)Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat P N M []
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive,
or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and wildiife or
LS. Fish and Wildlife Service?
b)Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other el ] [ ]
sensitive natural community identified in focal or regionat plans,
policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
c} Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands 0 D l:] [:]
as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act {including, but
not limited 1o, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, eic.} through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?
d)interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 4] ] ] ]
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?
e}Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological Pl ] [] ]
resources, such as a tree praservation policy or ordinance?
) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation 4] ] ] ]

Plan, Matural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?
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DISCUSSHON

a}

4.5

Would the project:

ajCause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a ]
historical resource as defined in § 15064.57

b}Cause 3 substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.57

¢} Directly or indirectly desiroy a unique paleontological resource or
site or uhigue geoclogic feature?

d)bisturb any human remains, inciuding those interred outside
formal cemeteries?

Some LMR sites are located within or adjacent to areas that may provide suitabie habitat for candidate,
sensitive, or special status species, including areas designated as critical habitat under the federal
Endangered Species Act. Potentially significant impacts to these species and their habitat will be
evaluated in the EIR.

Construction of the LMR sites may adversely affect riparian or other sensitive natural communities.
Potentially significant impacts to the sensitive natural communities and wetlands will be evaluated in the
£iR.

Construction of the LMR shes may adversely affect wetlands. Potentially significant impacts to wetlands
wilt be evaluated in the EIR,

Some LMR sites would require creation of new fenced areas in locations that could be used by wildlife.
Potentially significant impacis to fish and wildlife movement and use will be evaluated in the EIR.

The EIR will evaluate whether conflicts with local policies and ordinances would result in significant
impacts to biological resources.

Some of the LMR sites are proposed for areas covered by Habitat Conservation Plans and Natural
Community Conservation Plans. The project is not expected to conflict with these plans; however, the £IR
will evaluate whether conflicts with such plans would result in significant impacts.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant incorporate Significant  No
fmpact d bnpact  lmpact

O

MK X
I I R I B

O
O
I

B

DISCUSSION

a)

Initial Study for LA-RICS LMR System

The proposed LMR sites would be located on sites throughout Los Angeles County, with one site
potentially in Orange County and two sites potentially in San Bernardino County. Site locations may
contain historic buildings and landmarks. While the project would be constructed mostly within existing
communication facilities sites, construction and operation have the potential for both direct and indirect
impacts to historical resources. Potentially significant impacts to historical resources will be evaluated in
the EIR.

Canstruction activities would reguire excavation for installation of tower or monopole and other facility
foundations. Therefore, unknown archaeological resources have potential to be encountered during
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project construction. Poientially significant impacts to archaeclogical resources wilt be evaluated in the
FiR.
c} Construction activities would require excavation for instaliation of tower or monopole and other facility

foundations. Therefore unknown paleontological resaurces and/or unigue geclogical features have
potential to be encountered during project construction. Potentially significant impacts to paleontological
resources and geologic features wilk be evaluated in the EIR.

d) The project coulid result in the disturbance of unknown human remains due to anticipated grading and
excavation activities, including those cutside formal cemeteries. The potential for impacts to human
remains will be evaluated in the EIR.

4.6 GEOGLOGY AND SOILS

Less Than
Significant
weith
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Would the project

fmpact d Impact  Impact
a) Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse ] ] ] ]
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death invelving:
1) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most >J ] L] [

recent Alquist-Priclo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial
evidence of a known fauli? Refer to Division of Mines and
Geology Special Publication 42.

i) Strong seismic ground shaking?
i) Seismic-refated ground failure, including figuefaction?
iv) Landslides?

b} Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

XNKHKKEK
HEERNENEN
oo
ogoOono

¢) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in
on- or offsite landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction,
or collapse?

A
U
L]
[

d) Be focated on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform Building Code {1994}, creating substantial risks to life or

property?

e} Have soils incapable of adeguately supporting the use of septic U] ] f ]
tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are
not available for the disposal of waste water?

BISCUSSION

a) Some of the proposed LMR sites would be located within Alquist-Pricio Earthguake Fauit Zones (CDC-CGS

2008). Given the location of the project in the southern California region, the entire project area is subject
to the effects of seismic activity. An evaluation of earthguake fault, seismic, and landslide hazards at the
LMR sites will be provided in the EIR.
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b} Ground-disturbing activities would occur during construction of the project from activitias such as
installing concrete foundations for site structures, trenching for utility connections, and installing fences
at some sites. Total ground disturbance at each site would not exceed an acre. Standard soil erosion
control measures would be implemented during construction. The maximum disturhance area at any site
would not exceed approximately 5,000 square feet, and construction activity at & site would typically be
compieied in five to six weeks. Based on the limited construction area size, the short duration of
construction activity, and the implementation of soil erosion control measures, substantial soil erosion
and loss of topsoil is not expected. Potentially significant impacis from soil erosion will be evaiuated in the
EIR.

c) Pricy to any construction and as a standard practice, a geotechnical evaluation would be prepared which
would prescribe methods, techniques, and specifications for: site preparation, treatment of
undocumented filt and/or alluvial seils, fill placement on sloping ground, il characteristics, fill placement
and compactions, tempaorary excavations and shoring, permanent slopes, treatment of expansive soils,
and treatment of corrosive soils. Design and construction of the project would conform to
recommendations in the geotechnical evaluation. Potentially significant impacts from unstable soil or
geologic units will be evaluated in the EIR.

d) Prior to any construction and as a standard practice, a geotechnical evaluation would be prepared which
would prescribe methods, technigues, and specifications for: site preparation, treatment of
undocumented fill and/or alluvial seils, fill placement on sloping ground, fill characteristics, fill placement
and compactions, temporary excavations and shoring, permanent slopes, treatment of expansive soils,
and treatment of corrosive soils. Design and construction of the project would conform to
recommendations in the geotechnical evaluation. Potentially significant impacts from expansive soil will
be evaluated in the EiR.

e) The project would not include the installation or use of septic tanks or other wastewater disposal systems;
therefore, soil suitability to support such systems is not relevant te this project. No further analysis is
warranted.

4.7 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Would the project:

Impact d impact  Impact
a} Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either direcily or indirectly, P [ [:} ]
that may have a significant impact on the environment?
b} Conflict with an applicakle plan, policy or regulation adopted for B ] P ]
the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?
DISCUSSION:
a} Greenhouse gas (GHG} emissions may be generated during construction by grading activities, construction

workers traveling to and from the project site, delivery and hauling of construction supplies and debyis,
and fuel combustion by onsite construction equipment. Operation would also result in an increase in
electrical usage, which would generate GHG emissions. An evaluation based on SCAOMD and AVAQMD
significance thresholds for greenhouse gas emission is needed to determine if project-related emissions
are potentially significant. This will be evaluated further in the EIR.
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bj GHG emissions may be generated during construction by grading activities, construction workers traveling
to and from the project site, delivery and hauling of construction supplies and debris, and fuel combustion
by onsite construction equipment. Operation would also result in an increase in electricat usage, which
would generate GHG emissions. An evaluation for greenhouse gas emission is needed 1o determine if
project-related emissions would conflict with any applicable plans, policies, or regulations. This will be
evaluated further in the EIR.

4.8 HAZARDS AMD HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Less Than
Significant
wekth
Potentially Bitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  Ne

Would the project:

mpact el Imgact  Impact
a) Create a significant hazard to the pubfic or the environment > U] ] 3
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?
b} Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment < ] M ]
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?
c} Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acuiely 4 ] [] [

hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-guarter mile
of an existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous 4 ] [] ]
materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

e} For a project lecated within an airport land use pian or, where <) (] [} (]
such a plan has not been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport
or pubiic use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project area?

) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the <] 1 [ N
project result in a safety hazard for peaple residing or working in
the project area?

g} impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 1 M <] ]
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

h} Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or < ] I M
death involving wildiand fires, including where wildlands are
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are intermixed
with wildlands?

DISCUSSION

aj Construciion of the project would require the use of gasoline, diesel fuel, oil, solvents, and fubricants
associated with vehicles and construction activities. Operation of the project would require routine
testing of the diesel-powered emergency generator that would be installed at most LMR sites. The
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internal storage tank would be double-walled and would contain a maximum of 1,500 gallons of diesel
fuel. The potentizal to affect human health and safety from thie transport, use, or disposal of hazardous

substances during construction or operations will be evaluated in the EIR.

Construction of the project would require the use of gasoline, diesel fuel, oii, solvents, and iubricants
associated with vehicles and construction activities. Refeases of these substances could occur during
construction. Operation of the project would require routine testing of the diesel-powered emergency
generator that would be installed at most LMR sites. The internal storage tank would be double-walied
and would contain a maximum of 1,500 gallons of diesel fuel. in the unlikely event of an accident during
the transport of diesel fuel or refueling the generator tank that resulted in a release of product,
emergency procedures would include notification of appropriate authorities; containment of the spilled
product; and clean-up of the spill to federal, State, and local standards. The potential to affect human
health and safety from a release of hazardous substances during construction or operations as the result
of accident wilt be evaluated in the EIR.

Some proposed LMR sites are located within one-quarter mile of schools. Because most sites would
include installation of a diesel-powered emergency generaior, diesel fuel storage may occur within cne-
quarter mite of schools. The use of diesel fuel in a generator within one-quarter mile of a school is not
expected to have a potentially significant impact because of the limited amount of dieset fuel that wouid
be present inside a storage tank at any site {maximum 1,500 gallons) and because fuel tanks would be
monitored with a leak detection and alarm system; however, this will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm
this expectation.

A review of the LMR sites and hazardous material sites will be conducted, and potentially significant
impacts will be evaluated in the EIR.

Some LMR sites would be located within the vicinity of airports. Potentially significant impacts related to
hazards from individual sites located within airport land use plans or within2 miles of a public or public
use airport will be evaluated in the EIR.

Some LMR sites would be located within the vicinity of private airstrips. Potentially significant impacts
related to hazards from individual sites focated within the vicinity of a private airstrip will be evaluated in
the EIR.

The project would improve communications To allow for better coordination of emergency response
action or evacuation ptans. Temporary road or lane closures could be required at or near some LIMR sites
during construction activities. Any temporary roadway or lane closure would be coordinated with local
jurisdictions to minimize potential impacts o emergency access and evacuation routes. No significant
impacis would occur; however, this will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm this expectation.

LMR sites not proposed for urban areas may be in areas subject to wildland fires. Potentially significant
impacis from wildland fires will be evaluated in the EiR.
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4.9 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Less Than
Significant
writh
Potentially Mitipation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Waould the project:

impact d Impact  Impact
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge [] ] [ []
requirements?
b} Substantially deplete groundwater supplies ar interfere By [ ] []
substantially with groundwater racharge such that there would be
a net deficit in aguifer volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate of vreexdsting
nearby wells would drop to a level which would not support
exisiing land uses or planned uses for which permits have been
granted)?
¢} Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, ] 1 | [
including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river,
in 2 manner which would resuli in substantial erosion or siltation
on or off site?
d} Substantially alier the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, [~ [ ] M

including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river,
or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoffin a
manner which would result in flooding on or off site?

X
O
[
[

e} Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the
capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substaniial additional sources of poliuted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water guality?

K
L
My
X

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or
other flood hazard delineation map?

X
]
i
O

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would
impede or redirect flood flows?

i} Expose people or structures to a significant risk of foss, injury or <] ] [] ]
death invelving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure
of a levee or dam?

j} Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudfiow? ] ] ] M

DISCUSSION

a) Project operations would not produce any wastewater. i shallow groundwater is encountered during
excavation for foundations or drilling for monopole installation, dewatering may be necessary. Any water
produced by dewatering activities during construction would be disposed of in accordance with applicable
regulations. Impacts are anticipated to be less than significant; however, this wilt be evaluated in the EIR
to confirm this expectation.
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Censtruction of the proposed LMR sites would result in the creation of new impermeable surfaces at
some sites; however, each LMR site is relatively small {maximum of 5,000 square feet total) and would
not be expected to substantially interfere with groundwater recharge at any site. Project operations
would not require use of water. During canstruction of the proposed LMR sites, water for dust contral and
concrete mixing wouid be obtained from existing municipal sources (e.g., fire hydrants). Water from these
sources may come at least partially from local groundwater supplies. Impacts on water supplies from
water usage by the project will be evaluated in the EIR.

The project would not result in alteration of a stream or river. The project may require grading at some
sites and the addition of impermeable surfaces that may increase stormwater runoff. Best management
practices to control soil erosion and stormwater runotf would be implemented during construction, and
erosion controls would be incorporated into site design. Although each LMR site would not exceed

5,000 sguare feet, and changes in site topography and stormwater runeff would not be expected to result
in substantial erosion or siltation, potential erosion impacis will be evaluated in the EiR to confirm this
expectation,

The project would not result in alteration of a stream or river. The project may require grading at some
sites and the addition of impermeable surfaces that may increase stormwater runoff. Best management
practices to controf soit erosion and stormwater runoff would be implemented during construction, and
erosion controls would be incorporatad into site design. Although each LMR site would not exceed

5,000 sguare feet, and changes in site topography and stormwater runcff would not be expected to result
in substantial flooding, potential flooding impacts will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm this expectation.

The size of each LMR site would not exceed 5,000 square feet, and the increase in impermeable surface
area at any LMR site would not exceed 2,000 square feet. A significant increase in surface water runoff
would not be expected. Potential sources of poliuted surface water runoff would be limited to leaks or
spills associated with consiruction equipment operations and from leaks of diesel fuel from the
emergency generator, particularly when the generator is serviced or refueled, Standard accidental release
responses that would be implemented during construction would minimize potential impacts from
construction equipment usage. The storage tank in the emergency generator would be double-walied to
provide secondary containment and minimize the potential for fuel being released that could pollute
stormwater runoff. The potential to affect water quality from a fuel leak or spill during service or refueling
will be evaluated in the EIR,

Diesel-powered emergency generators would be reguired at most LMR sites. The generators would
include internal tanks containing 1,000 to 1,500 gallons of diesel fuel, The tank would be double-walled,
providing secondary containment for tank leaks. The potential tc affect water guality from a fuel teak or
spilt during service or refueling will be evaluated in the EIR.

The project does not include the construction of any housing and therefore would not result in placing
housing in a flood hazard area. No further analysis is warranted.

At least one proposed LMR site is jocated within a 100-year flood zone (FEMA 2014). Potentially
significant impacts to LMR structures within a 100 year flood hazard area will be evaluated in the EIR.

At least one propesed LMR site is located within a 100-year flood zone (FEMA 2014). Potentially
significant impacts from damage due to floeding at the proposed LMR sites will be evaluated in the EIR.

Some LMR sites wouid be located near the coast and therefore could be in locations potentially affecied
by a tsunami. Potentially significant impacts from seiches, tsunamis, or mudflows at the proposed LMR
sttes will be evaluated in the EIR.
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4,10  LAND USE AND PLANNING
Less Than
Significant
with

Would the project:
pral Potentially Mitigation Less Than

Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Impact d Impact  Impack
a} Physically divide an established community? ] [] L] ]
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of <] ] ] ]
an agency with jurisdiction over the project {including, but not
limited to the general plan, specific plan, iocal coastal program, ar
zoning ordinance) adopied for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?
¢} Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural > [] ] ]
community conservation plan?
DISCUSSION
a) The proposed project is the construction and operation of communications sites. These sites would not be

physically connected in any way that has the potential to physically divide any community. No further
analysis is warranted.

b} The proposed LMR sites would be located in areas with a variety of existing tand uses and within the
jurisdiction of a number of agencies that regulate land use including Los Angeles County, multiple cities,
USFS, the federal Bureaw of Land Management, and the California Coastal Commission. Potentially
significant impacts related to changes in land use and consistency with existing land use policies and
zoning at each LMR site will be further addressed in the EIR.

) Portions of the project sites are located within the boundaries of habitat conservation plans and natural
community conservation plans. Consistency of the proposed sites that would be located in areas subject
io these plans will be evaluated in the EIR.

4,11 MINERAL RESOURCES

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Would the project:

impact d fmpact  Impact
&) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that ] ] L]
would be of value to the region and the residents of the state?
b} Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral M N []

resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific
pian or other land use plan?
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DISCUSSION

a)

None of the proposed EMR sites is currently being used for mineral resource extraction. All the proposed
sites contain existing facilities and structures whose presence preciudes use of the area for mineral
resource extraction: and, therefore, mineral resources are not available at these sites. Proposed LMR
facilities would be constructed at or adjacent to these existing facilities and structures; therefore, the
project would not rasult in a change in site conditions that would affect mineral resource availability. Ne
further analysis is warranted.

None of the proposed EMR sites is currently being used for mineral resource extraction. All the proposed
sites contain existing facilities and structures whose presence preciudes use of the area for mineral
resource extraction; and, therefore, mineral resources are not available at these sites. Praposed LMR
facilities would he construcied at or adjacent to these existing facilities and structures; therefore, the
project would not resuit in a change in site conditions that would affect availability of locally important
minerai resource recovery sites. No further analysis is warranted.

4,12 NOISE

Would the project result in:

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Impact d impact  Impact
a} Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of iE D D D
standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance,
or applicable standards of other agencies?
b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive ground-borne X ] 1 ]
vibraticn or ground-borne noise [evels?
¢} A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise fevels in the E:] {:} & [:]
project vicinity above tevels existing without the project?
dj A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise X ] 1 ]
fevels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the
project?
e} For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where ] ] ] ]
such a plan has not been adopted, within 2 mites of a public airport
or public use airport, would the project expose pecple residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise levels?
f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, wouid the B 1 ] ]

project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

DISCUSSION

a)

Noise levels in the vicinity of the project would increase during the construction phase of the project.
Most city noise ordinances exempt construction activities dusing daytime hours, and some allow such
activities to occur during nighttime hours; however, construction activities generally must comply with
noise level restrictions during specified daytime and/or nighttime hours. Noise impacis could be
potentially significant, but mostly a person’s sensitivity to noise increases during nighttime hours. People
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are generally less sensitive to noise during daytime hours when moderate to high noise levels generally
dominate ambient conditions. Construction activities at each site would be designed to comply as much
as possibie with the applicable noise ordinances that limit the hours and/or noise levels during which
construction activities may cecur. Potentially significant noise impacts will be analyzed in the EIR.

b} Construction of the project may generate ground-borne vibrations or ground-borne noise. This will be
analyzed in the EIR.

c} Construction activities may temporarily increase noise levels in the vicinity of the project {see item Xli-d
below), but increases would be shart-term {five to six weeks). Operation of the project would not include
any aciivities or equipment usage that would resuit in a permanent increase in noise levels in the vicinity
of a project site. mpacts would be less than significent. No further analysis is warranted.

d} CGperation of construction equipment at the proposed LMR sites may produce 3 temporary increase in
noise fevels in the vicinity of a site. The emergency generator that would be present at most LMR sites
would be operated periodically as part of routine mainienance testing, which could produce a temporary
noise increase. This will be analyzed in the EiR.

e} Some LIMR sites may be located within airport fand use zones or within 2 miles of a public airport or public
use airport. An evaluation of which sites are located near a public airport and the potential noise impacts
at these sites wilt be analyzed in the EIR.

f) Some LMR sites may be located within the vicinity of a private alrport. An evaluation of which sites are
tocated near a private airport and the potential noise impacts at these sites will be analyzed in the EIR.

4.13  POPULATION AND HOUSING

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentiaily Mitigation less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Would the project:

fmpact o Impact  bnpact
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly D D [:] ]
{for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or
indirectly {(for example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?
b)Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the [] ] [] ]
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?
¢} Displace substantial numbers of peopie, necessitating the ] [ M P
construction of replacement housing eisewhere?
DESCRISSION
aj The project would involve the construction and operation of an LMR system that is intended to improve

and facilitate communications among emergency responders. While its intent is to improve public safety,
it would not increase employment or housing; and it would not provide infrastructure that could induce
popuiation growth. Construction of the facilities would result in 2 short-term increase in construction
empioyment that would be spread throughout Los Angeles County and adjacent areas. The increase in
construction employment would not be expecied to induce substantial population growth in the area
because the work force wouid be small enough to be accommodated by persons already fiving in the area.
No further analysis is warranted.
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b) The construction and operation of the LMR system would not displace any existing housing. No further
analysis is warranted.

£) The construction and operation of the LMR system would not displace any people. No further analysis is
warranted.

4.34 PUBLIC SERVICES

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorperate Significant  No
Impact o mpact  lmpact

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts P ] B 1
associated with the provision of new or physicatly altered
governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order 1o maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times, or other performance objectives for
any of the public services:

Fire protection?
Police protection?
Schools?

Parks?

Other public facilities?

oo gs
bogogdg
OO s
KHEX KK

DiSCLISSION

aj} The purpose of the project is to facilitate communications among emergency response agencies including
fire, police, and hospitals. Many LMR sites would be constructed at fire stations, police stations, and other
public facilities such as hospitals. The project would not result in the need for additional fire and police
facilities, would not increase school populations and the need for additional school facilities, would not
affect development or use of parks, or result in any other significant impacts to other public facifities. No
further analysis is warranted.
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4.3% RECREATION

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitipation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No
lrpact d Impact  Impact

a)Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and [ ] N ]
regional parks ar other recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b}Does the project include recreational facilities or require the L] i ] ]
consiruction or expansion of recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

DHSCUSSION

a} The profect would not cause a direct population increase {see Section Xl above). The construction and
operation of the LMR systern would have no effect on the use of existing neighborhood parks or regional
parks or recreaticnal facifities. Therefore, the project would not resuli in substantial physical deterioration
of recreational facilities. Because some LMR sites would bre located in or adjacent to existing recreationa
facifities, impacis to recreation will be analyzed in the EIR.

b} The project does not include or require construction or expansion of any recreational facilities. No further
analysis is warranted.

4.16 TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC

Less Than
Significant
writh
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Slgnificant Mo

Waould the project:

irnpact d Impact  Impact
a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or policy establishing i ] ]
measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation
system, taking into account all modes of transportation including
mass transit and nonmotorized travel and relevant components of
the circulation systern, including hut not limited to intersections,
streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and
mass transit?
b} Confiict with an applicable congestion management program, B4 [] N ]
including, but not limited to level of service standards and travel
demand measures, or other standards established by the county
congestion management agency for designated roads or highways?
¢) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an A [ ] M [

increase in traffic levels or a change in location that results in
substantial safety risks?
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Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

Would the project:

tmpact o Impact  lmpact
d} Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp L] [ ] Fl 4
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment}?
e) Result in inadequate emergency access? R ] | []
£} Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public M [ L

transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities or otherwise decrease the
performance or safety of such facilities?

BISCUSSION

a) Construction of the project, including werkers’ vehicles and construction equipment, would temporarily
increase traffic in the vicinity of the proposed LMR sites. Potential impacts to transportation during
construction of the project will be evaluated in the EIR.

b Construction of the project, including workers” vehicles and construction equipment, would temporarily
increase traffic in the vicinity of the proposed LMR sites. Potential impacts to congestion management
programs during construction of the project will be evaluated in the EiR.

) The project inciudes the construction of antenna support structures up to 180 feet tail without
appurtenances at some locations where structures of this height do not currently exist. Potentially
significant impacts to aircraft traffic patterns will be evaluated in the EIR.

d} The proposed LMR sites would be accessed using existing reads and related infrastructure such as parking
lots. The project would niot entail any changes to transportation systerm designs and, therefore, would not
introduce any design feature hazards or incompatible uses. No further analysis is warranted.

&) Temporary road or lane closures could be required at some LMR sites during construction activities. Any
temporary roadway or lane closure would be coordinated with local jurisdictions te minimize poteniial
impacts to emergency access and evacuation routes. No significant impacts would be expected; however,
potential impacts to emergency access and evacuation routes will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm this
expeciation,

The LMR facilities would not be sited where they couid affect emergency access. During the design
process, siting of the LMR facilities would be discussed with the property owner and operator to
ensure existing operations and emergency access are not affected and access to existing
facilities would not be blocked, as is required in the site lease/access agreement with the property
owner. The LMR system contract requires compliance with appiicable regulations and codes,
including Life and Safety codes that contain requirements on emergency access. By
incorporating code requirements in the placernent and design of LMR facilities, operation of the
project would have no impact on emergency access.

f) The project consists of the construction and operation of telecommunication sites. None of the sites
would be constructed where public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities are located. The project would
have no effect on any palicies, plans, or programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities
nor would it decrease the performance or safety of these facilities. No further analysis is warranted.
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4.1 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incovporate Significant Mo

Would the project:

impact d impact  Impact

a) Exceed wastewater treatment reguirements of the applicable 1 ] el ]
Regional Water Quality Contrel Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater i T ] ]
treatment facilities or expansion of existing Tacilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environimental
effecis?

c} Require or resuit in the construction of new stormwater drainage B4 [ ] [] L]
facitities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental effects?

d} Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from B ] ] [
existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded
entitlements needed?

e} Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider L] [] L £
which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity
to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?

i} Be served by a fandfill with sufficient permitted capacity 1o P L] ] ]
accommaodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations ] [] ] (]
related to sofid waste?

DISCUSSION

3} During excavation activities, dewatering may be necessary. Discharge of any water would follow the

Regional Water Quality Control Board {RWQCB) requirements. Construction of the project wouid not
involve discharging concentrated wastewater or large volumes of wastewater 1o a wastewater treatment
facility that would exceed treatment requirements set farth by the RWQCR. As a result, a less than
significant impact on requirements of the wastewater treatment plants in the project area is anticipated
during construction of the project. During operations, the project would not result in the production of
any wastewater that would require treatment, Although less than significant impacts are expected,
impacts from wastewater discharge will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm this expectation,

b} The preject would not include construction or expansion of any water or wastewater treatment facilities.
Therefore, no impact would occur to these types of facilities, and no further analysis is warranted.

) The project may require grading at some sites and the addition of impermeable surfaces that may
increase stormwater runoff, Although each LMR site is relatively small (would not generally exceed
5,000 square feet) and changes in site topography and stormwater runoff would not be expected to
reguire major changes in existing stormwater drainage facilities or extensive new stormwater drainage
facilities, impacts from stormwater runoff facilities will be evaluated in the EIR.
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Water would be required during construction of the LMR sites for activities such as concrete mixing and
dust suppression. No water would be required for routine operation of the sites. Water usage for
construction and operation are expected io be minor; however, impact of the project’s water
requirements and water supplies will be evaluated in the EIR to confirm this expectation.

The project would not result in generation of wastewater requiring treatment. No further analysis is
required.

Construction of the project wouid not generally entall demolition of existing structures that would
generate waste requiring disposal. At some sites, existing chain link fencing may be removed to expand a
fenced area. Small amounts of debris may be created as a routine part of constructing new facilities.

Operation of the project would result in minimal or no solid waste on a routine basis. Although guantities

of solid waste are expected to be small, an evaluation of solid waste generation and the capacity of
tandfills in the project area to accept that waste will be provided in the FIR.

The amounts and types of waste that may be generated by construction of the project, as described

under XVIET), would not conflict with solid waste regulations and statutes. Operation of the project would

generate minimal solid waste; however, impacts to solid waste generation will be inciuded in the EIR.

4.18 MANDATORY FINDIMGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a)

Less Than
Significant
with
Potentially Mitigation Less Than
Significant Incorporate Significant  No

bmpact d Impact  Impact

Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the B4 [:} [j D
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife

species, cause a fish or witdlife population to drop below self-

sustaining levels, threaten 1o eliminate a plant or animal

community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or

endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of

the major periods of California history or prehistory?

b} Does the project have impacts that are individually limited but > ] M ]

c)

cumulatively considerabte? ("Cumulatively considerable” means
that the incrementai effects of a project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects
of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projecis)?

Does the project have environmental effects which will cause 4 [] [ ]
substantiat adverse effects on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

DISCUSSION

a)

Potentially significant impacts that require evaluation in an EIR have been identified for several resources
in this Initial Study. Surveys will be conducted to identify biological, archaeological, and cultural resources

at and in the vicinity of the project sites to identify resources that may be affected by construction and
operation of the project. This issue will be carried forward for analysis.
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b) The project has the potential to result in environmental impacts during construction and operation in
several resource categories. In addition, other related projects in the vicinity of the LMR sites may also
result in environmental impacts. As such, the project, combined with other projects in the area, has
potential to result in a significant cumulative impact. Therefore, the proposed project’s contribution to
any significant cumulative Impact will be analyzed further in the EiR.

Fer

c} Implementation of the project would invelve mostly construction impacts. After construction, operational
impacis from the project could occur. This topic will be analyzed further in the EIR.
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APPENDIX A-1 -
POTENTIAL LMR SITE LOCATIONS
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