ORDINANCE NO. 25-2520

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CARSON, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTERS 1, 2, 3, AND 4 OF ARTICLE VIII OF THE CARSON MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADOPT BY REFERENCE THE 2025 EDITIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE, VOLUME 1 &
2, CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE, CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE, CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE, CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE, CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE, CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL BUILDING CODE, CALIFORNIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE, AND THE CALIFORNIA GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE, WITH CERTAIN AMENDMENTS, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS THERETO
WHEREAS, California law requires that on January 1, 2026, all portions of the 2025 California Building Standards Code (California Code of Regulations Title 24) (the “Codes”) will be effective within the City of Carson (the “City”); and

WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code Section 17958.5(a) authorizes the City to make modifications or changes to the Codes when reasonably necessary due to local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions; and

WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code Section 17958.7 requires that the City Council, prior to making any modifications or changes to the Codes, shall make an express finding that such changes or modifications are reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical conditions; and

WHEREAS, the City shall file the amendments, additions or deletions with California Building Standards Commission; and
WHEREAS, the City’s Building Official has recommended modifying certain parts of California Code of Regulations Title 24 due to local conditions in the City; and
WHEREAS, the findings supporting the necessity for the amendments to the Codes herein are contained in Exhibit “B” to this Ordinance in accordance with California Health and Safety Code Section 17958, 17958.5, 17958.7, and 18941.5 and are incorporated by reference herein; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has considered whether certain recommended modifications to the Codes are necessary in the City due to local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions; and

WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing was conducted on December 2, 2025 prior to the adoption of this Ordinance, and all legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Ordinance have taken place.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CARSON, CALIFORNIA, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. RECITALS. The foregoing recitals are true and correct, and are hereby incorporated into this Ordinance as findings of fact.
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SECTION 2. CEQA. This Ordinance is not subject to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) because: (1) it does not constitute a “project” under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(2) in that it constitutes general policy and procedure making; (2) it does not constitute a “project” under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(5) in that it constitutes organizational or administrative activities that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment, and (3) in the alternative, it is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c)(2), since the activity will not result in direct or reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and Section 15061(b)(3), since it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that this Ordinance will have a significant effect on the environment, because (without limitation) the Ordinance merely adopts the updated statewide regulations and carries forward the City’s existing local amendments (without substantive change) for the construction of buildings in the City, and does not approve or commit the City to any particular project.

SECTION 3. FINDINGS. The City Council has duly considered Climatic Conditions, Topographic Conditions, and Geological Conditions, as documented in Exhibit “B,” and all information presented to it, including written staff reports and any testimony provided at the public hearing, with all testimony received being made a part of the public record.

SECTION 4. ADOPTION. The City Council hereby adopts by reference, and amends where necessary, the 2025 editions of the California Building Code, Volume 1 & 2, California Residential Code, California Electrical Code, California Mechanical Code, California Plumbing Code, California Energy Code, California Historical Building Code, California Existing Building Code, and the California Green Building Standards Code, with certain amendments, additions and deletions thereto to the Carson Municipal Code. Therefore, as set forth in Exhibit “A” of this Ordinance, the Carson Municipal Code is hereby amended by repealing and replacing the current Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Article VIII “Building Regulations – Sewage and Waste” of the Carson Municipal Code with the following new sections:
1. Article VIII Chapter 1 - Building Code Administration
2. Article VIII Chapter 2 - California Codes Adopted
3. Article VIII Chapter 3 - Reserved
4. Article VIII Chapter 4 - State Required Streamlined Permitting
Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Ordinance, all other provisions of Article VIII
“Building Regulations – Sewage and Waste” of the Carson Municipal Code shall remain the same.
SECTION 5. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sentences, clauses, phrases or portions thereof may be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 6.	EFFECTIVE DATE.	This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect thirty
(30) days after its adoption.

SECTION 7. CERTIFICATION. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance, and shall cause the same to be posted and codified in the manner required by law. The City Manager or designee shall file this Ordinance with the California Building Standards
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Commission.

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the City Council at a regular meeting of the City Council on this 2nd day of December 2025. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:				CITY OF CARSON:




/s/							/s/
Sunny K. Soltani, City Attorney				Lula Davis-Holmes, Mayor


							ATTEST:



/s/
Dr. Khaleah K. Bradshaw, City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA		)
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES	)  ss.
CITY OF CARSON		)

I, Dr. Khaleah K. Bradshaw, City Clerk of the City of Carson, California, hereby attest to and certify that the foregoing ordinance, being Ordinance No. 25-2520 passed first reading on the 18th day of November, 2025, adopted by the Carson City Council at its meeting held on the 2nd day of December, 2025, by the following roll call vote:

AYES:		COUNCIL MEMBERS:	Davis-Holmes, Hicks, Dear, Hilton, Rojas
NOES:		COUNCIL MEMBERS:		None
ABSTAIN:	COUNCIL MEMBERS:		None
ABSENT:	COUNCIL MEMBERS:		None
RECUSED:	COUNCIL MEMBERS:		None




/s/
Dr. Khaleah K. Bradshaw, City Clerk
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