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701 East Carson Street

Report to Mayor and City Council
Tuesday, September 15, 2015

Discussion

SUBJECT:

CONSIDER STATUS REPORT ON THE REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL
BOARD ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATION AND CARSON DECLARATION OF THE
EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY WITHIN THE CAROUSEL TRACT (CITY
COUNCIL)

I. SUMMARY

This item is on the agenda to provide updates at all regularly scheduled City Council
meetings related to the environmental investigation of the Carousel Tract.

II. RECOMMENDATION

CONSIDER and DISCUSS.

III. ALTERNATIVES

TAKE such other action the City Council deems appropriate that is consistent with
the requirements of law.

IV. BACKGROUND

History

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles (Regional Board)
is the lead agency overseeing the environmental investigation and cleanup of the
Carousel Tract. The Regional Board issued a Cleanup and Abatement Order No.
R4-2011-0046 (CAO) on March 11, 2011 requiring Shell Oil Products US to
investigate and clean up discharges of waste in soil and groundwater at the
Carousel Tract site.
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Recent Events

According to the Regional Board, on September 14, 2015, Shell plans to begin
topographic surveying in the Carousel neighborhood to support implementation of
the approved Remedial Action Plan (RAP). The survey will include: house corners,
slab finished floor elevations, walls, fences, curb/gutter, sidewalk, driveways, patios,
pools, large trees, shrubs, lawn areas, rocks, and any other visible surface features
or indications of utilities. The survey crew will take photographs to document these
features and will access all open front/back yard areas including patios and
driveways. The planned work will not require the relocation of any residents and
there will be no excavation or digging involved. The work will be performed Monday
through Friday, 7 A.M. to 5 P.M. Surveying will take approximately two to four
hours per property and will be carried out over four years during the implementation
of the RAP. The survey work will be completed in groups of approximately four to
ten properties for each phase. Utility markings will be made on city streets
throughout the Carousel Tract. (Exhibit Nos. 1 & 2).

Residential Sampling Activity

Testing of property in the Carousel Tract is continuing and the latest reports are
posted on the Regional Board’s website at:

As of March 10, 2015, the completed Residential Sampling Activity is as follows:

· 272 homes have been screened for Methane. (95%)

· 273 homes have had soils sampled and vapor probes installed.  (96%)

· 273 homes have had vapor probes sampled.  (95%)

· 261 homes have had indoor air sampled.  (91%)

· 244 of 261 homes have had their 2nd round of indoor air sampling.  (94%)

· 86% of total homes in the Carousel Community have had second round of
Indoor Air conducted

Timeline of Activities

A general timeline that tracks past and current activities of the Carousel Tract
environmental investigation is included as (Exhibit No. 3).

V. FISCAL IMPACT

None. VI. EXHIBITS

1. Notification of Work (pgs. 4-5)

2. Regional Board report for months of August and September 2015 by Dr. Teklewold
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2. Regional Board report for months of August and September 2015 by Dr. Teklewold
Ayalew (pgs. 6)

3. Carousel Tract Environmental Investigation Timeline (pgs. 7-15)

Prepared by: Zak Gonzalez II, Associate Planner, Planning Division

CITY OF CARSON Printed on 10/1/2015Page 3 of 3

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


 
 
 

NOTIFICATION OF WORK (September 2015) 

 

Property Topographical Surveys and Street Utility Marking 
Carousel Tract and Surrounding Area 

 
Under the direction of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, consultants hired by Shell Oil 
Products US will be performing surveys and marking utilities in the Carousel neighborhood to support 
implementation of the approved Remedial Action Plan (RAP).  Shell Oil Products US and its contractors will be 
contacting the owners and residents of each group of properties where work will take place ahead of time to 
answer questions and schedule this work. 
 
Shell will use the survey data to prepare grading plans that will be submitted to the City of Carson and Los 
Angeles County Department of Public Works for approval and permitting.  The survey data will also be used to 
develop your Property Specific Remediation Plan and as pre-construction inventory for proper site restoration. 
  
WHAT:   Survey crews from Dulin & Boynton will access all open areas of the front and back yards of 

the homes, including patios and driveways.  The survey crew will survey and take photographs 
of features including fences, walls, patios, large trees, and other visible items.   

 
WHEN:      Beginning September 14, 2015, Monday through Friday, 7 A.M. to 5 P.M. Surveying will take 

approximately two to four hours per property.   
  

Surveying work will be carried out over four years during the implementation of the RAP. 
 
WHERE:    The survey work will be completed in groups of approximately four to ten properties for each 

phase. Utility markings will be made on city streets throughout the Carousel Tract. 
 
There will be no excavation or digging.  The type of 
equipment that will be used is shown in the photograph.  
Surveying personnel will use vehicles with placards 
indicating the company name and will wear vests with 
name badges to identify them as a Dulin & Boynton 
survey crew.  One or two trucks or vans will be used 
during the surveying work. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Teklewold Ayalew, Regional Board Project Manager  
(213) 576-6739 Teklewold.Ayalew@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Susana Lagudis, Regional Board Public Participation  
(213) 576-6694 susana.lagudis@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Roy Patterson, VP and Sr. Principal Geologist 
AECOM: 714-433-7699 or 714-227-5924 
roy.patterson@aecom.com  
 
For project-related documents please visit: 
http://bit.do/kast 

 

 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation 
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NOTIFICACIÓN DE TRABAJO (septiembre de 2015) 

 

Mediciones Topográficas de Propiedad y  
Localización y Marcado de Servicios Públicos en las Calles   

Comunidad Carousel y Alrededores 
Bajo la dirección de la Junta Regional de Los Angeles de Control de Calidad del Agua (Junta Regional), los consultores contratados 
por Shell Oil Products US tomarán medidas topográficas y marcarán la ubicación de servicios públicos en las calles de la Comunidad 
Carousel. Estas actividades son necesarias para implementar el Plan de Acción de Remediación  (RAP). Shell Oil Products US y sus 
contratistas se pondrán en contacto con los propietarios y residentes de cada grupo de propiedades donde se llevará a cabo el trabajo 
para proporcionar información, responder sus preguntas y calendarizar este trabajo. 

Shell usará las mediciones topográficas para preparar los planos de nivelación que se presentarán a la Ciudad de Carson y al 
Departamento de Obras Públicas del Condado de Los Ángeles para ser aprobados y solicitar los permisos correspondientes. Las 
mediciones topográficas también se usarán para desarrollar un Plan de Remediación Específico para cada Propiedad (PSRP) y 
servirán como referencia para la restauración del sitio. 

QUÉ:  Cuadrillas de medición de Dulin & Boynton tendrán acceso a todas las áreas exteriores de las propiedades (los 
patios delanteros y traseros de las casas), incluyendo patios y entradas a cocheras. La cuadrilla de medición 
medirá y tomará fotografías de las diferentes estructuras existentes en la propiedad incluyendo cercas, paredes, 
patios, árboles grandes y otros elementos visibles. 

CUÁNDO:  A partir del 14 de septiembre de 2015, de lunes a viernes de 7 A.M. a 5 P.M. La toma de mediciones llevará de 
dos a cuatro horas por propiedad, aproximadamente. 

  El trabajo de medición se llevará a cabo durante cuatro años durante la implementación del RAP. 

DÓNDE:  El trabajo de medición se completará en grupos de aproximadamente cuatro a diez propiedades por cada fase. La 
localización de los servicios públicos y el marcado correspondiente se hará en todas las calles de la Comunidad 
Carousel. 

 
No habrá ninguna excavación o perforación. El tipo de equipo que se 
usará se muestra en la fotografía. El personal de medición usará 
vehículos identificados con el nombre de la compañía y usarán 
chalecos con sus nombres que los identificará como una cuadrilla de 
medición de Dulin & Boynton. Una o dos camionetas o vans serán 
usadas durante el trabajo de medición. 
 
Para obtener más información, llame a: 
Dr. Teklewold Ayalew, Gerente del Proyecto de la Junta Regional  
(213) 576-6739 Teklewold.Ayalew@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Susana Lagudis, Participación Pública de la Junta Regional  
(213) 576-6694 susana.lagudis@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Roy Patterson, Vicepresidente y Geólogo Principal Superior  
AECOM: 714-433-7699 o 714-227-5924 
roy.patterson@aecom.com 
 
Para documentos relacionados con el proyecto, por favor visite: 
http://bit.do/kast 
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Former Kast Property Tank Farm, Carousel Tract, Carson 

Dr. Teklewold Ayalew, (213) 576-6739 

Site Cleanup III Unit 

 

The activities related to the site investigation and cleanup work performed during the month of August 

and September 2015 include the following: 

 

1) On August 5, 2015, the Regional Board successfully conducted an Open House for the Carousel 

Tract Community. The Regional Board staff answered questions and discussed ongoing field 

activities including the geotechnical investigation and upcoming Property Topographic Surveys and 

Street Utility Marking. These activities are needed to develop the site-wide Remedial Design and 

Implementation Plan (RDIP). 

 

2) On August 11, 2015, the Regional Board received a document titled Sub-Slab Mitigation Diagnostic 

Pilot Test Report. The report described the results of diagnostic pilot testing conducted at a residential 

structure located at 24628 Marbella Avenue located within the Carousel Tract. Based on the 

information submitted in the Report, the SSD system has achieved to create a vacuum below the slab 

of the residence using a fan to remove air from one or more suction pits below the slab and 

exhausting it above the building. 

 

3) On August 24, 2015, Shell completed geotechnical investigation that included drilling and collection 

of undisturbed soil samples from the front yards of a total of 74 properties identified. The 

geotechnical evaluation involved taking soil samples to determine the stability of the soil to protect 

foundations and other structures during the upcoming implementation of the approved excavation 

activities. 

 

4) On September 14, 2015, Shell plans to begin topographic surveying in the Carousel neighborhood, as 

part of the initial activities to support implementation of the approved Remedial Action Plan (RAP). 
Features to be surveyed include:  house corners, slab finished floor elevations, walls, fences, curb, 

gutter, sidewalk, driveways, patios and patio covers, pools, large trees, shrubs, lawn areas, rocks, and 

any other visible surface features or indications of utilities.  The survey crew will also take 

photographs to document these features.  To perform these surveys, the survey crew will access all 

open areas of the front and back yards of the homes, including patios and driveways.  This work will 

not require the relocation of any residents. 
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