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CITY OF CARSON  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: June 9, 2015 (Continued from May 12, 2015) 

SUBJECT: Text Amendment No. 20-15  

APPLICANT: City of Carson  

REQUEST: To consider adoption of an Ordinance prohibiting 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”), acidizing and any 
other form of well stimulation, and a finding of a Class 
8 Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines 
§15308 

PROPERTY INVOLVED: City-wide 
 

COMMISSION ACTION 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS' VOTE 

AYE NO  AYE NO  

  Chairman Diaz   Mitoma 

  Vice-Chair Madrigal   Post 

  Andrews   Schaefer 

  Faletogo   Thomas 

  Gordon    
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I. Introduction 

This matter was considered by the Planning Commission on February 24, 2015, 
April 14, 2015, and May 12, 2015, refer to Exhibits 2 and 3.  At the May 12, 2015 
hearing, the Planning Commission again took public testimony and continued this 
matter to June 9, 2015.  This Staff Report provides a status update regarding a 
meeting with stakeholders having an interest in oil and gas production, as well as 
additional refinements recommended by staff. 

II. Background 

Proposed Refinement to the Ordinance 

On May 12, 2015, the Planning Commission provided no additional direction 
regarding Zone Text Amendment 20-15, which proposes an update to the 
Carson Municipal Code to prohibit hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”), acidizing and 
any other form of well stimulation in conjunction with the production or extraction 
of oil, gas or other hydrocarbon substances in the city.   

III. Analysis 

Staff continues to recommend the addition of language to prevent a “taking” that 
would require the City to pay compensation, and additional language to clarify 
the prohibition would remain in effect unless mandated by law.  The Planning 
Commission did not request staff to make additional revisions to this Ordinance.   

All proposed refinements have been highlighted in a revised Oil and Gas Code 
update, refer to Exhibit 5.   

Additional Outreach 

As directed by the Planning Commission, staff held a fourth meeting with several 
representatives of oil and gas interests on May 26, 2015.  The meeting again 
lasted in excess of five hours and involved discussion and feedback to staff 
regarding a wide variety of issues.  No changes are recommended to the 
Ordinance.  Additional letters and correspondence, if any, have been included in 
Exhibit 1.  No further meetings have been scheduled with the oil and gas 
interests. 

Staff have also received additional comments, studies and recommendations 
from a variety of sources, which have been included in the administrative record 
and are available on the City’s website for review at 
http://ci.carson.ca.us/department/communitydevelopment/oilcodeupdate.asp.   

Conclusion 

Approval of the Text Amendment will provide an update to the Carson Municipal 
Code to prohibit hydraulic fracturing, acidizing and any other form of well 
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stimulation as described in the Ordinance, and will also establish penalties for 
violations, refer to Exhibit 4.   

IV. Environmental 

Staffs’ recommendation of a finding of a Class 8 Categorical Exemption under 
CEQA Guidelines §15308 remains unchanged from the prior Staff Reports. 

V. Recommendation 

If the Planning Commission is inclined to recommend approval of the Ordinance 
prohibiting hydraulic fracturing, etc., and the associated CEQA finding to the City 
Council with the staff additions, staff recommends the Planning Commission: 

 ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. ______: 

o RECOMMENDING APPROVAL of a finding of a Class 8 Categorical 
Exemption under CEQA Guidelines §15308, as the Ordinance is an 
action taken by a regulatory agency for the protection of the 
environment; and 

o RECOMMENDING APPROVAL to the City Council an Ordinance to 
adopt Text Amendment No. 19-15 adding Sections 9536 and 9536.1 to 
Chapter 5 of Article IV of the Carson Municipal Code to prohibit 
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”), acidizing and any other form of well 
stimulation in conjunction with the production or extraction of oil, gas or 
other hydrocarbon substances in the city. 

VI. Exhibits 
 

1. Comment letters and correspondence received since May 12, 2015 Planning 
Commission meeting 

2. May 12, 2015 Planning Commission Staff Report 
3. May 12, 2015 Planning Commission Minutes 
4. June 1, 2015 Oil and Gas Code with redline and strikeout (Consolidated 

Version), Refer to Text Amendment 19-15 Exhibit 5 
5. Draft Resolution including the Draft Ordinance based on the consolidated 

June 1, 2015 Oil and Gas Code 
 

 
Note: Additional studies, comment letters, etc. can be found at: 
http://ci.carson.ca.us/department/communitydevelopment/oilcodeupdate.asp.   

 
 
Prepared, Reviewed and Approved by:  ____________________________                                       
                                         Saied Naaseh, Planning Manager  




































































































































































































































